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Story and

The complexities-and joys-of life in a developing country,
culled from a volunteer's nine months in Addis Ababa.
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efore I left for Addis Ababa in July
2002, I bought a shiny spiral note
book. Always the idealist, I had great

intentions of chronicling my escapades and
recording my reflections about a new
culture. So as I flew from one continent
to the next, I flipped to the first page and
scrawled, "My Expectations . . .

"

Nine months later, as I returned home
from my stint as a volunteer English teacher,
I realized that the first page was blank.
I had never filled it out.
But then, nothing could have fully prepared me for this experience. What immediately
comes to mind for most people when they hear of Ethiopia? Probably drought, famine, mud
huts, AIDS and poverty. Such was the extent of my knowledge as well. Professors had spoken
of Haile Selassie, the revered emperor, and I was cognizant of simmering tensions with Eritrea
along the northern border. Lucy, the old human fossil, was there, and supposedly the Ark of the
Covenant, too. But I soon discovered that these images offered a limited and incomplete portrayal
Inspiration: Frederick Buechner's quote
(above) helped spur the author's interest
in volunteering in Addis Ababa. Perspective:
Logan sees the world from a camel's point
of view. Cultural note: Most houses in the
city have tin roofs. Those in the countryside
typically use straw. Behind the byline:
Logan's name in Amharic.

of the country 's complexities.
Why did I go? Not because of the poor economy or my inability to get a job. Instead, four
years of college had exhausted my academic stamina, at least temporarily, so I was content to
put law school on hold for a year and recharge. (I figured correctly, however, that Ethiopia
would qualify as an "engaged learning" experience ! )
I had gone overseas numerous times but had never had the chance t o immerse myself in
a culture or be more than a tourist. Since I want to study international human rights issues,
I thought time spent in the Third World would be a wise investment. And at 22, I was debt-free

and had no outstanding obligations. So when a family friend who coordinates a missions

organization in the Hom of Africa suggested that I teach English at a reading room in Addis,
I agreed to volunteer.
My mom and my graduation speaker, Peter Gomes, had both used a quote by Frederick

Photos by Logan Christi Hambrick

B uechner to inspire me: "To find your calling is to find the intersection between your own
deep gladness and the world's deep hunger." In the abstract, that's what Ethiopia meant to me:
a chance to offer myself to the needs of the world and its people, and to fmd fulfillment through
that service.
However, I discovered that life is not necessarily lived in the abstract, especially in the
developing world.

I

lived in Ethiopia, but I didn't live like an Ethiopian. The discrepancy often bothered me.
My accommodations were significantly below those of the international embassy workers and

United Nations personnel, but at least I didn't have mud walls or a straw roof. My house was
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wired for electricity, even if it was out one
day a week because there was not enough
rain to provide sufficient hydroelectric
power. Although I didn't have a car, I had
money to pay for public transportation and
did not have to walk around barefoot with
a bundle of sticks on my back The food
was spicy and unusual, but I was well fed
- nothing like the 1 2 mil lion Ethiopians
currently on the verge of starvation.
The gap between my world and theirs
became clear one Monday when I tried to
discuss my weekend camping excursion
with my class. I talked about sleeping on
the ground in a crowded tent, cooking all
my meals on a fire, and being subject to
the whims of nature. None of them could
figure out why that was special, and sud
denly it hit me: The experience may have been novel for me, but my students lived it every day.
Some mornings I didn't want to leave the isolation of l ife behind the high walls that surrounded
my house - not because I was scared of thieves or of insults from random anti-Western
shoeshines, but because I could not reconcile my prosperity with the Ethiopians' poverty.
Begging i s an accepted practice in Ethiopia. In fact, the country's predominant Orthodox
and Muslim faiths need beggars so that they can give alms and perform their religious duty. The
only commonality between the beggars was their great need. And each had their own story:
the leper waving to me with stubbed fingers, the barefoot mother who carried her child on her
back from a drought-stricken village, the school chi ldren with smiles but no supplies, the war
victim who walked on his fists because a landmine had taken his legs, the hungry street kids
who pressed themselves to the window as I ate my spaghetti , the glazed eyes of the woman who
could only hear the minibus stop but knew that when the door opened, she could ask for change.
All of them competed for attention and sympathy - and acknowledgment of their condition.
These stories and the people who carried them suffocated me and tested the strength of my
faith. What did Jesus mean when he said, "Don't worry about tomorrow?" How could these
people not? What did I mean when I told them to trust in the Lord's goodness and mercy? How
could I understand the depths of their struggles? What did the B i ble mean when it portrayed
an all-powerful God? How could God see but not fix their troubles? Christ needs more hands
Above: Sunset through the acacia trees;
the Sot Omar Caves' spectacular under
ground chambers were created by the
Web River cutting through limestone rock;
back in Addis, teacher's pets gather after
class; beggars, driven to the city by drought,
wait expectantly. Opposite page: 10 birr
can purchase a camel ride (1 birr equals
about 12 U.S. cents); during the Christmas
pageant, shepherds visit the "manager. "

and feet among these people.
I gave change to the beggars out of compassion, out of guilt, out of helplessness. If I ever
gave more than the standard penny-fare, I was immediately surrounded and followed by every
beggar on the street. If I felt spiteful or sick of being a walking Santa Claus, I walked by and
simply spoke to them. Then, however, I was haunted with visions of being the Bad Samaritan
or the elitist American.

M

y personality is that of a "fixer," but there was nothing I could fix in Ethiopia. Uncooperative
governments, centuries of corruption and coercion, uncaring weather patterns and a history

of poverty, coupled with 85 percent unemployment, forced me to acknow ledge, in frustration,

my limited capacity to help. Somehow, though, I found comfort in my students. My haphazard
class rosters morphed into a consistent band of fol lowers, and in between explaining metaphors
and misplaced modifiers, we bonded over Bingo and sang, "You are my sunshi ne."
All high school level classes in Ethiopia are taught in English, so my students had a good
command of the language. But I was always surprised (and somewhat di stressed) by how much
my students knew about American pop culture. During one of my first weeks of teaching, I
dropped my marker on the floor and said, "Oops." A hand shot up immediately. This was the
most excited I ' d ever seen this student. So I called on her, and she said, "Logan, what does this
'oops' word mean? '' I explained that it was slang for making a mi stake, and she replied, "Oh,
that's what Britney Spears means in her song."
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The number of Leonardo DiCaprio faces smiling at me from tom T-shirts as I walked about
town also took me aback.

Titanic is still floating in Ethiopia, and unfailingly when I would visit

my students ' homes, they would request that I perform my best Celine Dion impression of the
whole "near, far, wherever you are" song. It's never been so easy to be a celebrity.

A

round Christmastime, I decided to capitalize on my students' love for drama and music.
I must have been in a delusional state when I e-mailed some friends back home and asked

them to send over a few simple Christmas pageant scripts. But once I mentioned it to my classes,
I had a large and enthusiastic (if highly inexperienced) cast. Directing this fiasco did much
to temper my perfectionist nature. A few days before the performance, I had to convince
the shepherds not to bring real sheep. Nor did I want the angels to hit each other with their
wings.
While I simpl ified the words to many of the carols, they continued to refer to the "manger"
as the "manager." I made the mistake of apologizing to my choir on the first day of practice

for not having music scores for them. I ' m not sure why I thought any of them would know
how to read music. They did,
however, have an unbelievable
capacity to memorize, so we
did lots of sing-and-repeat
learning.
Pageants aren't complete
without costumes, so I took my
scenery/props crew to the

merkato, the largest open-air
market in Africa. It turned out
to be more interesting than a
trip to Wal-Mart, and after some
hard-core bargaining to get the
non-foreign price, I came away
with meters of cloth and hay,
plus some paintbrushes. Don't
think I sewed anything, though.
We cut head holes in the cloth
and stapled up the sides. With the addition of a belt, we had instant New Testament fashion
as well as something that resembled current Ethiopian countryside apparel.
My students and friends were also more than willing to share their
particular holidays and festivals with me. Their New Year 's Day is our
September 1 1 , so on the first anniversary of the terrorist attacks on the
United States, they invited me to their houses for doro
chicken dish) and burning

wat (a special
chibo (a bundle of sticks) to symbolize the

demise of the old and the bright future ahead.
For Meske!, an Orthodox holy day, I was told to dress in traditional
Ethiopian clothes before coming to the festival at the big square downtown.
Since I always tried to do what was culturally appropriate, I took their
advice; I bought a traditional white dress with blue beading and wore it
dutifully to the ceremony. My friends were pleased to see me in proper
attire, but I was not pleased to see that they were all wearing some version
of jeans and a T-shirt!

I

t was times like these, outside of class, where my students taught me
the most. When I vi sited their homes and saw how they slept on a mud

floor under their parents' bed, I learned the value of personal space.
When I watched the women tirelessly working over the home fire and
the men carelessly drinking at the local bar, I learned which sex was
keeping the country afloat. When I participated in incense-flavored,
hour-long coffee ceremonies, I learned about spending unhurried time
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with people. When I used old shoe polish lids as plates, I learned about resourcefulness. When
I was offered raw meat because it was the best cultural dish, I learned about a graciousness that
transcends material possessions, even though I worried about my dad's health warnings as I ate.
One student in particular amazed me with her courage
and determination, in spite of the blows life had dealt her.
Though only 1 6 years old, Hiwot (which means "life")
was raising her younger brother and sister. For months I
didn't know that AIDS had recently taken her mother, and
that her father had been dead for seven years. She put on
a good show - clean, trendy clothes (although she alternated
between two outfits) and blue eyeliner (apparently given
to her by an Arab friend who hoped to entice her to work
as a house servant in the Middle East). Hiwot 's sparkling
appearance and aura of confidence were convincing and
steely, melting only when I asked directly about her parents.
Finally tears shone, but she didn't let them drop. She was
resolute in accepting her premature role as unemployed
provider for her siblings.
Realizing that I could not solve any of her problems,
especially a local court's efforts to evict her from her house,
I resolved to help her in whatever way I could. I dropped
by often with sugar or oil or tef, an indigenous grain staple,
and spent the afternoon in her company. We cleaned the
house, prepared scant meals and pushed her sister on the rope
swing by the door. I stood by her in court as she fought to
keep her house and as she defended herself against a neighbor's
accusation of theft.
Caught between the promise and the pull of the Arab
servant world (which was sure to bring wealth but also mistreatment by her owners) and the
permanence of the Ethiopian orphan world (which offered poverty but also the comfort of family
connections), Hiwot hovered indecisively. As best I could, I convinced her to stay where she
at least had friendships and family ties. I can only hope I left her with the emotional and, more
importantly, the spiritual strength she will need to carry on.

F
Above: Hiwot's outer confidence masks her
uncertainty and tear about having to raise
her siblings. Opposite page, from top:
Coffee, first grown in Ethiopia, still plays
an important cultural role; a basket weaver
waits tor customers in the market; Logan's

or the record: 23 people, five litres of kerosene, three bags of grain, two squawking chickens,
one goat, and numerous bundles of straw and sticks. All were crammed into a 1 2-seat minibus

one stifling afternoon as I headed out to teach at the refugee camp on the outskirts of the city.
But that was typical. Once you leave Addis, there are no police to enforce rider-capacity rules,

so drivers pull away only if they're convinced that a mouse couldn 't find room to breathe under
one of the seats. I was encouraged to know that the goat paid full price.
I faithfully used the minibuses, despite their disregard for numbers. Maybe they attracted
me because they were painted Kentucky blue and white. Whatever the case, each morning I
walked to the nearest stop and listened for where the boy who hangs out of the bus window said

friends present her a lovely basket as

it was heading. I was confused at first - after all, I was a Mapquest-reliant child of the digital

a farewell present.

age - but eventually I learned how the lines ran.
Addis is considered the worst city in Africa for driving, a designation I can confirm. Just
as in the States, pedestrians have the right of way. Ethiopians, however, boldly strolled in front
of cars, staking their lives on this privilege. Donkeys and cows also had little respect for the
insolence of the machines and took their time carrying their loads across the street. Consequently,
the taxis loved to honk. Every 30 seconds or so, the driver would lay on the hom, warning of
imminent danger. When my sister, Amanda, came to visit in January, she just looked around
and shook her head, lamenting, "If Mom and Dad only knew what it's like for you every day."

A

t times I was able to leave the confines of the polluted, shanty-filled city and the constancy
of my classroom to explore the wilds of the countryside. Addis is deceptive and occasionally

appears modem. But once you snake down the road far enough, crowded streets give way to
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parched stretches of acacia trees and camel trains, with
no power lines in sight.
I mention the camel trains because camels are
unquestionably my favorite animals. Everyone says
they spit, but they don't spit on me. And my affinity
for dromedaries led me to become a legend in a small
village in the Bale region of southern Ethiopia.
Some American friends and I had driven 10 hours
(including stops to repair two flat tires) to visit the Sof
Omar caves, a gorgeous underground formation of striped rock and watery passages. Our guide's
teeth were green from chewing chat, a legal narcotic, but thankfully he managed to avoid the
bats and hold the flashlight steady throughout our tour. When we emerged from the caves I
spotted camels at rest, down by the water- and was overcome by a desperate urge to ride one.
Admittedly, this was one of my least culturally appropriate moments, but sometimes the
stereotype of exotic Africa was too tempting. In broken Amharic, I bargained with the owner
to let me take his camel to the market a few kilometers up the road. He couldn't understand
why, because camels were usually reserved for the sick or for carrying goods. But when I offered
to pay, he was no longer hesitant. He suggested 10 birr, and I quickly determined that I was
getting a good deal for $1.20. So he jerked the poor animal to the ground, causing its gangly
legs to buckle. In my excitement, I hopped on before realizing I had no idea what I was doing.
The animal had only a few sticks and a burlap bag for a saddle. I held on as the camel
awkwardly straightened its back legs- and only its back legs. Suddenly I was sliding down
a 70-degree incline, much to the amusement of the large crowd that had gathered to watch. I'm
sure I yelled, or called for help, or did something to draw further attention to myself. Finally
the camel righted itself, and we led the procession to the market. I had to get on and off a few
times when the route became too steep, but at least I learned to steady myself from behind.

I

was often surprised by the things I missed from home. In September, on the day when
freshmen (including my sister, Erin) arrived at Furman, I felt it necessary to visit the Sheraton

Hotel for the "singing fountains" show- in honor of all the days I had studied on the steps of
the James B. Duke Library. On more than one occasion, I signed onto the Internet at 4 a.m. to
listen to the radio broadcast of a University of Kentucky basketball game, cheering on my 'Cats
from a time zone they couldn't locate. I dreamed of an afternoon run where no one would find
it amusing to join in with me, or where it wasn't inappropriate to wear shorts in 80-degree heat.
And when it came to food- well, when I returned to the States, my first meal consisted of
chicken fingers from Dairy Queen and an Oreo blizzard.
But since my return, I find myself missing many things from Ethiopia. It was a joy to at
least share, to some small extent, in the poverty of the people, to at least acknowledge it daily
and hope that my presence was uplifting. I miss my students crowding around after class, asking
when we could visit the monkey park or the lion zoo. Here there are no more bottled Coca
Colas, no cascading flowers covering every wall. And as I've become reacquainted with the
American car and credit-card culture, I've missed simple interactions with people.
My e-mail address is still loganinafrica@hotmail.com. And despite the physical separation,
I am still connected to the Continent in many ways. I write many Ethiopian friends and stay
in touch with those in charge of the library where I taught. Now that I'm living in Washington,
D.C., I've run into many Ethiopians, and I plan to check out the Ethiopian restaurants
that line the Adams Morgan area. My mind often travels to that country of immense
history and precarious future. I pray often for the Hiwots who are so full of life,
yet so close to death.
In three years, I will finish law school with a focus on international human rights,
and I am confident that, in the not so distant future, my two worlds will once again
intersect. But for now, that journal page of expectations remains blank.\)

native of Georgetown, Ky., the author graduatedfrom Furman in 2002
with a degree in religion and political science. She has enrolled in law
school at George Washington University.

A
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Grads in the Spotlight

Two members of the Class of

'03

take center stage at Commencement.

ommencement 2003, held May 3 1 , featured something new- for Furman, at least.
For as far back as anyone could remember, Furman had asked a leading scholar,
politician, author or graduate to deliver the Commencement address. But the quality
of the speeches tended to vary, and in many cases the listeners- particularly the
graduates - felt disconnected from the speakers.
So last fall, it was proposed that Furman depart from tradition, for this year anyway,
and choose members of the graduating class to deliver the kind of uplifting remarks
that would inspire and encourage their classmates to enter the real world at full throttle.
After all, plenty of other colleges ask graduates to speak at Commencement. Why
not try it?
Both the Association of Furman Students and the administration's President's
Council endorsed the proposal. And in the spring, a committee of students, administrators
and faculty sat through auditions by 1 3 seniors willing to brave the moment.
Selected for the honor were Steven Buckingham, a political science major from
Gray, Tenn., and Kensey Cone, an English major from Thomasville, Ga.
Steven served as captain of the university's standout Mock Trial team and was

Photos by Charlie Register

elected to Phi Beta Kappa. He will attend law school at the U niversity of Richmond.
Kensey was a member of Alpha Delta Pi, Sigma Tau Delta and Phi Beta Kappa. Now
living in Charleston, S.C., she plans to pursue a doctorate in English literature.
Their remarks follow - along with scenes from the festivities.
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Change - and Constancy
ur final moments as students of
Furman University . . . It seems incredible,
doesn't it? How can it be that four years
have already passed?
As I think about the future, I am mind
ful of my mixed emotions. A part of me
is eager to charge into the world, to chal
lenge its harshness, and to sneer proudly
in the face of life's adversity. That part
of me has unshakeable confidence.
But another part is not as headstrong.
Desiring to cling to the friendships, the
familiarity and the memories of the past
four years, that part desperately wants to
stay here. But the passage of time, and my
parents who have so graciously paid my
tuition, demand that I go. So, go I will.
When tomorrow comes I will have no
choice, just as all of us graduates will have
no choice, but to shed my Furman identity,
to change and to move on.
Tonight, we are participating in a
change four years in the making. Without
a doubt, this is a singular event in our lives.
But let us not neglect other vital changes
prior to this evening. Think back to who
you were four years ago. Are you the same
person? Or have you changed quite a bit
over the years?
In my own case, even the way I see
Furman has changed. When I chose this
school, I didn't care about its academic
reputation. I never sat in on a class, nor
did I ever talk with a professor, graduate
or student. To be honest, the educational
opportunities weren't so much a priority
to me as was the beauty of the campus.
Over time, though, my appreciation
for this university has grown profoundly.
While parents may complain about the
price of Furman's tuition- and believe
me, they do- the benefits of a liberal arts
education have far outweighed their cost.
Where else could a political science major
like me not only explore the propensity of
nuclear weapons to promote international
peace but also understand the basic theo
retical and technical mechanics behind
those weapons? Where else but at a uni
versity like Furman could political science
majors graduate knowing anything tech
nical at all? That's not only the mark of
an elite university, that's almost a miracle!
I may have chosen Furman for style, but
I stayed for substance.

Much is changing around us, but much
is also staying the same. Like oases in the
shifting sands of life, each of us has sources
of constancy that provide shelter against
life's ceaseless changes. Our professors,
who have demonstrated their dedication
to our education, have served as one oasis.
Were Furman's professors less dedicated
to teaching, were they less committed to
the students who seek their guidance, I
may never have thought to ask myself,
"Who am I and what do I believe?" My
answer, inspired by those who inspired me,
is this: That we are all endowed by our
Creator with a lucid and powerful mind,
and that only through the awareness and
proper exercise of that mind can we hope
to achieve true success. That knowledge,
imparted by our instructors, will undoubt
edly attend us long after we leave tonight.
n addition to professors, I must also
recognize friends and family as another
source of constancy. Your role in this
graduation cannot be overstated. Were
it not for your constant support, we never
could have made it here. In my own case,
were it not for my family's support, I might
not have made it through my first term.
I remember my first test at Furman.
It was in Humanities, a course that merges
historical and cultural perspectives in
Western civilization. At the time of the
test, I hadn't yet made the transition from
high school study patterns (if I had any)
to college ones. As you've probably
guessed, I didn't do too well on it.
When I called my parents to tell them
of my first collegiate disappointment, I
remember that they did not accuse me of

failing to study hard enough. Instead, they
consoled me, told me to hang in there and
said that they loved me. Before I called
them, I was ready to go home. After
calling, however, I was determined to
make them proud.
Obviously, I did hang in there, and
I'm here tonight because of them. So,
Mom and Dad, I love you. Thanks for
your support, and for affording me this
opportunity to make my life better. And
to all those who have been there for all of
us, thank you for never changing in your
commitment to our success.
Parents, professors, family and friends,
this graduation ceremony is not reserved
exclusively for those of us graduating
today. While it is we who have achieved,
it is you who have assisted. And through
your assistance, you have made our
achievement possible. Together, we have
borne an equal burden of this educational
experience, and now we share in the
graduates' success.
It is only fitting, then, that on a day
that celebrates scholastic achievement, you
share in the rewards. The best reward that
can be offered is our gratitude. Please
accept that gratitude as the humblest proof
of our appreciation, and be content know
ing that we are here only because you have
been there for us every other day.
So much has changed in these past
four years, and things are getting ready
to change again. Some of us are off to
be soldiers, some to be businessmen and
businesswomen, and some, like me, to be
students. While we must thank God that
Furman has endowed us with an education
that will help us succeed in a changing
world, we must thank you, our parents and
professors, for providing us with constancy
amidst a changing world.
Regardless of where our divergent
paths may take us in the future, and despite
the challenges we may face in the years
to come, let us take comfort knowing that
not everything does change; that we were
all here together- if only for a short time;
and that we are all better people for it.
I wish all of us the best of luck.
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Lessons Learned
rom the Bell Tower to the bombs in
tlie Middle East, and from our first glance
of the Furman fountains to our fear on 9/11,
we of the class of 2003 have wavered
between the security of what we call the
"Furman Bubble" and the reality of the
world outside. From the teachers who
doted on us to the terrorists who terrified
us, and from the comforts of college life
that assured us to the global crises and
future careers that worry us, we have
reluctantly faced an internal battle this year,
a battle between the safety of Furman and
the uncertainty of tomorrow.
Although some of us may possess
promising plans for our lives after departing
from the Furman Bubble, we cannot help
but look toward tomorrow with a dizzying
mixture of excitement, confusion and fear.
With this in mind, it's understandable that
we dread waving adieu to what's often
called "the best years of our lives." And
it's understandable that we may falter before
heading off into a horizon that's somewhat
hazy. For as much as I've learned here at
Furman, I still ask: What does tomorrow
hold? And who am I anyway? And what's
the meaning of this whirring, dizzying
experience known as life?
No, I haven't eclipsed the entire field
of philosophy and found the meaning of
life. However, I do think I have compiled
a pretty good list of lessons learned through
out my Furman career. Some of these
lessons were extracted from personal
experience; others were sparked by pro
fessors' lectures. But no matter what
prompted or provoked these lessons, I'm
confident that they are worth voicing on
this momentous occasion, on this gradua
tion from one world and this passage into
the next.
My first life lesson involves dealing
with defeat and disappointment. Yes,
despite the general security of Furman, we
certainly encountered days that were long
or tough or just otherwise bad. There were
never-ending nights of studying and stress
ing, but there were also more difficult times
and tasks that emerged. The job search
cast a gloomy shadow over our lives, the
news of a family member's illness jarred
us, the death of a friend and classmate left
us angry and confused. Indeed, whether
we were plagued by physical or emotional
or political obstacles, all of us dealt with
disappointment and defeat at times.
Still, my experiences over the past four
years taught me that the ways in which we
deal with such hardships are often more
significant than the hardships themselves.
Despite the emergence of obstacles in our
lives, it is our responsibility and our privi
lege to deal with these disappointments
10

in the best manner possible. As our lives,
the lives of those around us, and history in
general have shown us, sometimes believ
ing is not far removed from achieving.
The next lesson is one I had gradually
grasped throughout my life, but its impor
tance solidified for me during my time at
Furman. In short, lesson number 2 is that
individuality is key. But how, and why?
Thanks to English professor Vincent
Hausmann, I realized that an amazing,
unparalleled beauty exists in the unique
expression of independent films, films that
defy all conventions and leave you awake
at night. Thanks to English professor
Willard Pate's discussions of Flannery
O'Connor, I recognized that eccentricity
and absurdity possess a vast degree of
wonder.
And when we look beyond Furman
to history and all forms of art, it's hard to
deny the value of individuality. Indeed,
Robert Frost suggested we follow the road
less traveled, and Jim Morrison and the
Doors encouraged us to break on through
to the other side. If artists, politicians and
scientists did not challenge the norm,
society could not progress. Thus, it is
imperative to recognize the importance
of pondering, questioning and challenging,
for within this spirit resides the progress
of tomorrow.
et me introduce the last lesson with
a confession.
This past winter, my roommates and
I lost electricity in our off-campus apart
ment for a couple of exceedingly long days
and nights. Because our apartment was
frigid and dark on one particular January
evening, I decided to trek to Furman Hall
to study for a test. By the time I finished
studying around 3 a.m., I was exhausted.
All I longed to do was sleep, but the thought
of my icy igloo of an apartment was any
thing but comforting.
I paced around Furman Hall and
pondered what to do. Slowly I shuffled
over to a window- and suddenly I saw
it, glimmering outside in all its glory: the
Earle Infirmary. Yes, thanks to a very kind

nurse, I spent the night in the infirmary
even though I was 100 percent well. The
nurse woke me up the next morning in
time for my test, served me orange juice
and told me to come back whenever I
wanted. So the next time you have doubts
about the Howard Johnson's or Marriott,
you might want to check out Furman's
infirmary.
Actually, the real lesson in this case
rests on the significance of asking for help.
Whether it's directions for a road trip or
advice on the best insurance company, one
should never suffer the injustice attached
to the fear of seeking assistance. We are
not expected to have all the answers, and
let's face it, we never will. Yet whether
the question at hand deals with the price
of tea in China or someone's personal take
on the meaning of life, we should never
be too proud or too frightened to request
help. If I fail to ask for another's help
when I need it, I fail to glean the knowledge
or aid that he or she could potentially offer.
In review, my life lessons are:
• Number 1: Believe in yourself
and view your defeats as challenges
to overcome.
• Number 2: Don't be afraid to
question the norm. If we didn't forge new
paths, progress would be impossible.
• Number 3: Learn the value of
asking for help. No one has all the answers,
and getting assistance is all right.
In no way is this list complete. How
ever, it does constitute a collection of
lessons I will carry with me into the real
world. And hopefully, these lessons will
serve as a compass when I'm lost.
Our position right now is a precarious
one, for we are hovering between the realm
of college and the adult world. While
many of us may be tempted to feign
confidence and pretend that we have all
the answers, the truth is that we're bluffing.
Bluffing may be acceptable in a round of
cards, but it's not worthwhile in the game
of life.
We may waver between memories of
the Bell Tower and memories of the first
bombs in Iraq. We may waver between
pleasant thoughts of past teachers and
paralyzing thoughts of past terrorists. But
that's OK, because it is this uncertainty,
this doubt, this faltering, this flickering
that manifests itself in the essence of life.
And whether we're confident or crying,
whether we're right or wrong, whether
we're winning or losing, at least we are
living.
And as long as we are living and
believing and challenging ourselves daily,
we are on the right path to succeeding.
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Commencement roundup: Some traditions live on
Trad't'on may not have prevailed in the

political science, and Jonathan Gabriel

choice of Commencement speakers this

Stallsmith of Fox Point, Wis., a summa cum

year, but otherwise Furman's graduation

laude graduate in Spanish and history, were

ceremonies played out as usual May 31.

chosen by the faculty to receive the General

On a balmy, breezy evening in Paladin

Excellence awards as the outstanding

Stadium, the university awarded 603

senior woman and man.

undergraduate and 29 master's degrees.
The Scholarship Cup, given each year

A.V. Huff, Jr., who retired as vice presi
dent for academic affairs and dean at the

to the graduating senior with the highest

close of the ceremonies, was awarded an

academic average, was awarded to three

honorary Doctor of Humanities degree.

students: Amanda Leigh Johnson, an
English major fro"m Cumming, Ga.; Hudson

Three members of the faculty received
Alester G. Furman, Jr., and Janie Earle

Taylor Neely, a religion major from Spartan

Furman awards for meritorious teaching

burg, S.C.; and Jenna Lynn Wilson, a biol

and advising. The teaching awards went

ogy major from Birmingham, Ala., all of

to William Dennis Blaker, associate

whom completed their college studies

professor of biology, and Trudy Hines Fuller,

with a 4.0 grade-point average.

professor of music. Carl Thomas Cloer,

Laila Samir Jaber of Travelers Rest,
S.C., a magna cum laude graduate in

Jr., professor of education, received the
advising award.

Clockwise, from top: The university surprised retiring
vice president and dean A. V. Huff, Jr., with an honorary
Doctor of Humanities degree; Mariette Booth creates
her own Kodak moment; Yves Voltaire basks in the
joy of the moment- and in family pride; top honorees
in the graduating class, from left, General Excellence
winner Jon Stallsmith, Scholarship Cup recipient
Amanda Johnson, General Excellence winner Laila
Jaber, and Scholarship Cup recipients Hudson Neely
and Jenna Wilson.
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GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY

BY JOE M. KING

REMEMBERING 50 Y EARS AGO, WHEN FU R MAN BROKE GROUN D FOR ITS N EW CAMPUS.

I

t was NOT a "dark and stormy night. "

Crain of the board of trustees opened the

academy, established in 1 820, had slowly

Rather, it was a warm fall afternoon, with

service with a prayer. The Furman Singers

grown like topsy, creating a connected string

a few clouds here and there.

and band performed, and President John

of buildings on a beautiful lawn dotted with

L. Plyler spoke on the campaign theme,

magnificent oaks. In 1 938 the Greenville

1 953, one month after I had taught my first

"A Greater Furman University for a Greater

Woman's College, as it had become known,
was united with Furman under a single

Precisely, the date was October 6,
class at Furman. The Korean War had

Tomorrow. " He graciously credited Crain

ended in July, and the university had

with originating the idea for the relocation

board of trustees. A shuttle-bus system

experienced a dramatic increase in

and expansion of the campus as he said,

transferred students from one campus to

"We build not for personal glory or honor,

the other for classes. At the Woman's

but for the youth of the present and future

College, David M. Ramsay Fine Arts Center

enrollment.
At mid-afternoon on that October day
faculty, students, trustees, South Carolina
Baptist Convention officials, alumni and

generations."
Charles F. Sims, executive secretary

friends of Furman made their way five miles

of South Carolina Baptists, gave the princi

north of Greenville along a two-lane ribbon

pal address on the relationship, past and

of U.S. Highway 25. They made a left turn

present, of South Carolina Baptists and

to relocate, several sites were considered.

onto a short dirt road, which led to a

Furman. The first shovel of dirt was turned

One was in the present Golden Strip area
south of Greenville; another was on Grove

When, in the late 1 940s, the board of
trustees determined that Furman needed

temporary platform for dignitaries. The

by Alester Garden Furman, great-grandson

destination was a spot in the midst of

of Richard Furman, for whom the university

Road where Greenville Memorial Hospital

farmland near the present site of McAlister

is named.

now stands.

Auditorium, where ground was to be broken
for the new Furman campus.
I recall leaving my afternoon class in
"Old Main" on the men's campus downtown

As it turned out, farm property in the

B

ut what had led up to this ceremony?

shadow of Paris Mountain north of the

Primarily, two old, worn-out campuses

city became the site most favored by the

in downtown Greenville. The men's campus

committee charged with choosing the new

"on the hill" surrounding Old Main, envelop

location. It has been said that the decision

the administration building I saw Dorothy

ing beautiful hills and vales and trees,

was finalized when the committee stood

Richey, of the Department of Speech

needed to be enlarged, but its downtown

on the hill on the south end of campus,

and Drama, get into her large blue sedan

site, where the campus had stood for 1 00

where the Cherrydale Alumni House stands

(a Nash model) to attend the ceremony.

years, did not lend itself to expansion.

today, and marveled at the magnificent

to make the pilgrimage north. In front of

At the groundbreaking site J. Dean
14

was the chief cultural venue of Greenville
for many years.

Across town on College Street, a female

view. As an added bonus, the water

fURMAN UNIVERSITY
ESTABLI5HED 1826

NEW CAMPUS SITE

A Greater Furman Unirersity
for A Oreater T0111orror1"

II

main from Table Rock Reservoir to

development project in South Carolina

Greenville passed through the property.

history. A creek was dammed to form

Eventually, approximately 1 , 1 00 acres

a lake, and an underground sewage and

were acquired.

drainage system was installed. Following

On July 29, 1 952, President Plyler
announced that a contract had been signed
with the Boston architectural firm of Perry,

a master plan, the land was contoured
to accept the future buildings.
The first building on the campus was

Shaw and Hepburn, Kehoe and Dean.

a greenhouse, tucked away near Duncan

In February of 1 953 the style of the buildings

Chapel Road and a future golf course.

and the decision to use red, handmade

From this building Hebblethwaite worked

Virginia brick was announced. In April

his magic and planted thousands of flowers,

Plyler presented preliminary sketches

shrubs and trees. Years later, amid all

of the first buildings and announced that

the campus foliage, students would say,

he had hired Ronald L. Hebblethwaite

after experiencing Shakespeare's Macbeth,

of St. Albans, England, to oversee the

"Great Birnham Wood has come to high

multitude of plantings on the new campus.

Dunsinane."

During all of the planning and develop

In 1 955 the first building on the new

ment of the Poinsett Highway campus, one

campus was completed - Manly Hall

person must not be overlooked - Beatrice

in the men's residence hall quadrangle,

Dennis Plyler, Furman's First Lady. Her

now known as South Housing. The James

tasteful suggestions had an indelible impact

B. Duke Library was but a deep hole in

on the future look of the campus and its

the ground, and only the south end of James

buildings.

C. Furman Hall was finished enough
to be used.

W

hat occurred in the years immedi

In 1 955-56 Manly Hall housed 1 02

ately following the groundbreaking

freshmen with six senior counselors. They

in October 1 953? The next year, the farm-

attended classes in the unfinished Furman

land was completely reshaped in what

Hall, had breakfast on the new campus,

was called the most extensive private

and went by bus each day for other meals

Opposite: While President Plyler watches

from the platform, A/ester G. Furman, Jr.,
assists David M. Ramsay, president of
Greenville Woman's College from 1911-30,
at the campus groundbreaking; a 1958 aerial
shot of the new campus, pre-fountains and
with the unfinished science building to the
left of the James B. Duke Library. This page,
top left: James C. Furman Hall in 1956and more recently. Top right: Signs old
and new point the way to the university.
Above: Paris Mountain rises like a sentinel
above the farmland where the campus
now stands.
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Although the 1953 groundbreaking was held
near the present site of McAlister Auditorium,
construction of the building didn't begin until
the late 1950s. It was dedicated in 1960.

trees, their roots wrapped in burlap, were

which were placed behind the women's

carefully planted in the holes. The class

residence halls, and the "Shack." Dean

watched from the window, hardly imagining

Virginia Thomas had this mountain cabin

how tall those trees would stand today,

built behind the Woman's College in 1 937

nearly 50 years later.
After the 1 955-56 school year, the effort
to house students on the new campus while

on the new campus, and for many years

it was being built was deemed neither

served as an excellent facility for group

and afternoon classes on the downtown

practical nor economical because of the

meetings and informal socializing. In recent

men's campus.

constant travel between campuses, and

years it has been a student residence

The freshman class that year was

for the next two years no students lived

alongside the Cabin, Cottage and Hut.

unusually strong academically. If my mem

on the new campus while construction

ory is correct, English professor James

continued. By 1 958 enough buildings were

Stewart taught the first class on the new

completed to allow all men students to move

campus. My 1 0 o'clock religion class was

permanently to the new site, and senior

A

fter the men moved to the new
campus, the property and buildings

on the old campus began to deteriorate.

next - in fact, during the fall semester

women lived in Manly Hall from 1 958-6 1 .

Old Main (Richard Furman Hall) had been

of that year, I taught classes on all three

When the first five women's residences were

the centerpiece of the campus, and its

campuses. At 8 o'clock I would go to the

completed in what is now the Lakeside

Italian Renaissance style had made it

Woman's College, at 1 0 o'clock to the new

Housing complex, the women's downtown

the jewel of the Upstate. Much discussion

campus, and at noon to the men's campus

campus was vacated as well. All of Furman

ensued about what to do with the building

for a course in church history.

was united on the Poinsett campus for the

and the old campus in general. Should

1 961 -62 year.

it be used for a museum? A night school

The classes that met on the new
campus in 1955 were all taught on the Paris
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to provide a snack bar and a spot for
socializing. It was placed across the lake

Old College, one of two white frame

in the city?

Mountain side of the building. In the late

buildings in which students were first taught

I visited Old Main in the early 1 960s

fall or early winter we were privileged to

when Furman moved to Greenville in 1 851 ,

and found much trash, broken glass and

see something that jogs my memory every

was moved to its present place beside the

evidence that it was a home for vagrants.

time I drive down Furman Mall. Tractors

lake when the downtown men's campus

The buildings surrounding it had already

began scooping out large holes into which

was being dismantled. From the Woman's

been intentionally razed. I immediately

gravel was poured. Then, good-sized oak

College came a set of memorial columns,

predicted that a fire would destroy this

precious jewel. On October 1 , 1 964,
my prediction came true, as Old Main
caught fire. Although the building was
only damaged by the blaze, the rest
of it was soon leveled.
With the loss of this treasure, chain
saws and bulldozers came in to flatten
the beautiful hills and vales of the old
campus and to remove 98 percent of
the trees. One could never even dream
of what had been there before. A second
rate shopping center, called the "Bell Tower
Mall, " was erected on the property, but it
lasted only about 1 5 years. After much
negotiation, Greenville County bought the
mall, remodeled it and dedicated it for much
needed office space. County Square,

Plyler (second from left) and
the architects study a model
of the new campus.

as it is now known, made the property once
more an asset to the city.
The choice property of the Woman's
College downtown was sold to the city
of Greenville for development. Later named
Heritage Green, it became home for the

This article is adapted from a talk given by Beatrice Dennis Plyler, Furman 's First Lady from
1 939-64, during an October 2001 program commemorating the university 's 1 75th anniversary.
Her husband, John, the university 's longest-serving president, died in Apri/ 1 966.

county library, art museum and Little
Theatre. The finest property on the
Woman's College campus to succumb
to the wrecker's ball was Ramsay Fine

I

'm often asked, "What do you think John

assignment was Cambridge, England), and

Plyler would say if he saw Furman today?"

the senior partners in the firm had held faculty

I usually answer that he would be very pleased

appointments at Harvard or MIT. John wanted

with what has transpired, but I'm always

the best architects for the new campus project.

Arts Center. Its beautiful columns were

tempted to say that he had seen Furman

given to Anderson College.

as it is today.

Today, it seems clear that both down
town college properties have become
genuine assets for Greenville. And there

John was a man of great vision. Even

Similarly, he selected Innocente and
Webel, a landscape architectural firm in New
York. General Dean, Mr. Perry and Dr. Webel

prior to the purchase of the property on which

were professionals with whom John enjoyed

the current campus sits, we were standing in

special relationships.

France, on the grounds of Versailles, and

Manly Hall and Furman Hall were com

is no question that the new campus has

talking about the beauty that fountains could

pleted in 1 955 and the men of the class of

been the catalyst for Furman's growth

bring to a college campus. In England we

1 959 moved to the campus in September

and progress over the last 50 years.

saw the work of their gardeners. It was not

1 955. John and I moved with them, as we

by chance that the first building constructed

left the president's home on the men's campus

on the new campus was a greenhouse and

downtown to live in the faculty apartment

that one of the first employees dedicated

in Manly Hall for a term, while waiting for

The author taught at Furman from 1 953-88
and is professor emeritus of religion.

to this campus was an English gardener,

a home we were building near the new cam

Ronald Hebblethwaite.

pus to be completed. For the 1 956-57

John also asked that the water flow from

Sources

academic year and the next, all students lived

the springs on this property be measured

on the downtown campuses, where they

to determine what size lake it would support.

crowded into every available space. In the

He wanted a lake on the campus. The stone

fall of 1 958 all men and some senior women

bridge at the upper end of the lake was de

moved permanently to the new campus.

signed from a sketch of a bridge in Scotland.
When it was time to select the architects

In February 1 957 John was interviewed
for a national broadcast on NBC radio.
The interviewer asked about the rows of trees

For more on the planning and construction

for the campus, John was most impressed

of the present campus, see Academy and

with the firm of Perry, Shaw and Hepburn,

being planted on campus while many build

Kehoe and Dean, and for a number of reasons.

ings were still under construction. John's

College: The History of the Woman's College
of Furman University, by Judith T. Bainbridge
(Mercer University Press, 2001) ; A History

of South Carolina Baptists, by Joe M . King

They had designed buildings for schools in

reply was, and I quote, "We hope to make

New England, among them the dining facility

our campus second to none in the nation

for Harvard Business School. They had for

in beauty. To this end we have planted

some time served as coordinating architects

more than 5,000 trees and shrubs."

(South Carolina Baptist Convention, 1964) ;

for Colonial Williamsburg in Virginia, they

and Furman University: Toward a New Identity

were one of the eight U.S. firms selected to

that John had seen Furman as it is today,

1925- 1975, by Alfred S. Reid (Duke University

design the memorials for each of the eight

not only in the beauty of the campus,

Press, 1 976).

overseas World War II cemeteries (their

but as a leading liberal arts college.

You can now understand why I say
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WHEN THE POPULA R TELEV ISION SHOW COMES CALL I N G , A F U R MAN
COUPLE AND TH E I R F R I E N DS DARE TO R E D ECORATE - FOR EACH OTH E R .

By Tracee Minnix Wade

"TRADING SPACES " IS THE TELEVISION SHOW

came up with a unique application that

WHERE TWO SETS OF HOMEOWNERS SWAP

involved a poem, funny signs and costumes.

telephone interviews. From there they

HOUSES FOR TWO DA YS

Then we sent in our application and waited.

would narrow their choice to four teams,

and With the help
of two designers and a carpenter (and two
full camera crews), redecorate a room in
each other's home for no more than $ 1,000.
The catch ? You have absolutely no
say in or knowledge of what is going on
in your QWn home. The result? Your house
either has a great new look, or you have
to fix what you're left with once the cameras
are gone.
It's a winning combination for The
Learning Channel (TLC), drawing more than
four million viewers a week and regularly
ranking as one of the top 1 0 cable shows
each season.
And it all started innocently enough
for us . . . .
-

calling Julie Stewart, my partner-in-crime
and close friend who, conveniently, lives
across the street. Julie and her husband,
Steven, were totally on board to apply for
the sh ow, and by the next day Julie and I
were purchasing the supplies we would
need for an attention-getting application.
"Trading Spaces" had made a last
minute decision to film in Greenville, so it
was accepting applications for only about
a week. The four of us brainstormed and

Well, actually we obsessed.
Finally, after a few weeks, we received
a phone call from Banyan Productions, tell
ing us that they would like to interview us

sh ow, but only 1 0 teams were selected for

after which the "location scout" would fly in
and meet the finalists. From those four
they would choose two for filming.
Two days after the phone interview, we

by phone. One step down, two to go! We

learned that we were among the final four.

scheduled the interview for the next day.

We were thrilled that we would at least be

During our interview we learned that

"scouted" for the show and did everything

more than 600 couples had applied for the

we could to prepare for the visit from Harvey,

the tocation scout. We cleaned - but not
too clean. We also wanted to give Harvey
a taste of the South, so we left a moon pie
for him at his hotel and prepared a Southern
brunch, complete with grits casserole and
ham biscuits.
Harvey arrived early the next Saturday
morning and, after declining brunch, got
right to business. First, there were papers
to sign. If chosen for the show we could
not select, nor could we even know, our
designer. We couldn't auction our room
on eBay, and all kids (four girls - two per
couple) and pets (our dog) would have to
stay elsewhere during taping. This seemed
easy enough, so we signed willingly and
then gave Harvey the grand tour of the
houses. Six hours later, we bade him
farewell and crossed our fingers.
We waited impatiently during the next
week. Julie and I talked about it nonstop,
driving our husbands nuts. Finally, we
received the call we had been waiting for:
"Congratulations! You've been selected
to participate in an episode of 'Trading
Spaces' ! " You would have thought we'd
won the lottery, with all the screaming and
dancing on our street.
Little did we know the excitement was
just beginning!

lights, a time-elapsed mounted camera,
and members of the crew running around.
We felt as if we were watching the

For our opening shots the producer
suggested a golf theme, since our husbands
are both golf enthusiasts. The scene played

circus as the crew unloaded and set up.

like this: The guys were chipping golf balls
in the backyard while Julie and I entered

cleaned. After all, the film crew was going

But there was still no sign of our designers

to take over virtually every inch of our house,

- and we were dying to know who they

and took the clubs away from them to "show

and our neighbors would be spending the

would be. The show employs eight design

them how it's done." After three attempts

night in our home. The night before the

ers whose specialties range from country

(or was it five?), I finally made contact with

crew was to arrive Brian said, "Well, if we

decor to contemporary and on to JUST

the golf ball, the whole time thinking, "Great

end up hating our room, we can just put

PLAIN OUT T HE R E .

. . . national TV, huh?"

the house on the market because it will
never be this clean again!"
April 1 3, Day Zero (shop talk for the
first day of production), arrived, and we

Finally a car drove up, and the crowd

Once the opening shots and interviews

started chanting: "Frank! Frank! Frank ! "

were complete, the crew left us to stare in

Out stepped Frank Bielec, who slowly made

awe at our surroundings. What had started

his way through the fans and up our drive

the day as our family room now looked like

watched anxiously as the huge "Trading

way. Frank, who is known for his country

a Hollywood set. All we could do was get

Spaces" truck pulled up in front of our house.

motifs and wall murals, would redesign the

a good night's sleep and wait for the real

Then mayhem ensued. About 50 fans of

room in our house. We were delighted to

action to begin.

the show - most of whom we'd never seen

see him, since it was unlikely that he would

1t ja The caterers arrived first thing

before - had been waiting along our street

suggest outlandish things like graffiti art or

in lawn chairs, and they immediately ran

record albums for our walls.

up to the truck and began taking pictures.

A few moments later, Laurie Hickson
Smith arrived to partner with us on the

Finally, out stepped "Fast Eddie," as

£}'

- the production company

catered every meal during the two days.
After grabbing a quick breakfast, we taped

the crew calls him. Eddie is the assistant

Stewarts' home. In addition, we met Carter

the traditional "key swap" scene with the

carpenter; he never actually appears on

Oosterhouse, a brand new carpenter on

show's host, Paige Davis. Then we started

television but helps with the workload.

the show, with this being his first episode.

redecorating!

He began unloading equipment and setting
up "Carpentry World" under a tent in the
Stewarts' driveway.
Soon thereafter, "Sewing World" took
shape in our garage. And once we realized
that our garage might be the site of many

With the designers on hand, we were

I must confess, I was a tad jealous that

summarily banished to the street while they

my favorite designer, Laurie Hickson-Smith,

analyzed our rooms and took some last

was assigned to our neighbors' house, but

minute measurements before they headed

working with her was a blast. She's a true

out to shop.

Southern gal and very down to earth. Laurie

After they left, we still weren't finished.

travels with her eight-month-old son, Gibson,

scenes, we had a brainstorm: What better

It was time to tape our opening shots for

and a nanny. Before I knew it we were

decor could we provide than a Furman flag?

the show. They outfitted us with wireless

swapping child-rearing stories and chatting

We scrambled to locate one, and after much

microphones, which quickly became second

like old friends. Her design plans were

help from the Paladin Club and other friends,

nature over the course of the next three

fabulous, of course, and even though

we secured a Furman flag for the Sewing

days. We just had to remember to ask the

Brian and I occasionally had doubts over

World shots. Inside, our homes resembled

sound guy to disconnect our microphone

the next two days, we trusted Laurie and

the set of a television sitcom, with massive

when it was time for a bathroom break!

never lost faith.
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After a long day of moving furniture,
painting, sewing, building and filming, the
crew departed, leaving Brian and me to
do our homework. Our tasks were not too
overwhelming, and Paige stayed late to
help us. We finished shortly after 1 0 p.m.,
and even though we were in our neighbors'
house, we were so tired we fell right to sleep.

1.1 411 We started with slightly sore
!lU'C

muscles, but our spirits were

still high. I was ready to shoot my first
sewing scene - but because Sewing World
was in my garage, and I wasn't supposed
to have any clue as to what was going on
in my home, the crew flew into action.
I heard Mindy, the assistant producer,
talking on her walkie-talkie: "Bringing Team
B to House A; standing by for the all clear."
Any fabric that may have been used in
my home was hidden, and the production
assistants covered paint splatters on their
clothing with tape so that I had absolutely
no hint as to the plans for my room.
Daniel, the show's sewing coordinator
(who, incidentally, dressed up as a bunny
in celebration of Easter), asked if I could
sew a straight line. My response: "I'm
not sure, but we'll find out." Given that
comment, he thought it was best to set me
up with a crash course from Laurie. I wound
up sewing some pillows, but they ushered
me away from the more difficult tasks.
Day 2 passed quickly, and before we
knew it, time was up! For the first time I
began to feel nervous about my own room.
Going into the show, Brian and I said that
we were doing it for the experience, knowing
we could end up with hay glued to our walls
(which actually happened in one episode).
After working so hard on the Stewarts' room
- which looked sensational - Brian and
I really hoped we would love our room just
as much.
Once we finished, we were surprised
at how long it took before we could partici
pate in our "reveal" scene. The crowd out
side was growing, as probably 200 people
were standing in the street waiting to hear
our squeals of delight - or cries of despair.
We sat upstairs for more than an hour,
watching everyone out the window and

close to her and avoid hitting the micro

chosen ourselves, but I guess that's why

waiting for the moment of truth. Brian was

we're not designers, because it looked

playing with Gibson, Paige was napping

phones on our chests. The producer said,
"A reveal scene is never re-shot, so just

on the floor, Laurie was chatting about

relax ("Yeah, right," I thought) , be yourselves,

large storage chests to match our entertain

the best diaper cream, and I was growing

and say what you honestly think."

ment center, and many subtle but beautiful

increasingly nervous and thinking, "I hope
I don't say 'Oh my gosh' when I see my

touches. Frank really took our family into

onlookers wished us luck. We closed our

consideration, too; the room was clearly
child friendly.

room." (Everyone on the show says "Oh

eyes and were led into our family room.

my gosh.") I began brainstorming about

When Paige told us to open our eyes, I was

After admiring our new room, we

other reactions: "Wow!" Or "Fabulous!"

immediately overwhelmed. The room we

headed across the street for the Stewarts'

Or "That's the ticket!" Brian suggested

had left two days before was totally

reveal. The producer announced that Team

"Shazam !" I declined.

unrecognizable.

Suddenly, it was time for the reveal.
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We were led across the street as the

fabulous: gold walls, red slipcovers, two

My first reaction was relief that there

B was ready and that Julie was already
crying. They came into their new family

Paige popped up from the floor and ex

was no hay (or debris of any kind) on my

room - and loved it as well. Inspired by

plained that we would walk in with our eyes

walls. Then I began to take it all in. The

a Van Gogh print, Laurie had used shades

closed, holding her hands. We were to stay

design wasn't anything we would have

of. green with yellow accents throughout,

Epi logue
It took two months for our episode to air,
but finally June 21 - "Premiere Night" 
arrived.
We were definitely ready to view the
episode for the first time, right along with
the rest of the country. We worked with
Habitat for Humanity of Greenville County
to throw an open-to-the-public viewing
party/fundraiser in an effort to raise money
for the organization, and we gathered with
close friends and total strangers at
Furman's Burg iss Theater to watch the
show.
At 9 o'clock, the lights dimmed and
the show began. It was hard to contain
our excitement. But I immediately began
thinking, "Maybe this theatre thing wasn't
such a great idea." If you can imagine how
strange it is to see yourself on television,
imagine watching yourself on a BIG screen.
Every movement and facial expression
seemed exaggerated. Of course, as the
show went on, the four of us had moments
of laughter - and also of total embar
rassment.
What were our thoughts when the hour
was over? Steven and Julie enjoyed the
episode but were disappointed that so
many funny events they remembered were
left out. Brian was relieved that we didn't
embarrass ourselves too much. My main
thoughts consisted of a gentle reminder
to the show's host: MY NAME IS NOT
STACY!
And now that our 1 5 minutes of fame
have come to an end, we still agree - only
slightly more hesitantly this time - that
we'd do it all again.
- Tracee Minnix Wade

Below: The couples had front-row seats for
the big-screen premiere of their show; the
Wades' plan to give Furman a plug worked,
if briefly, during a sewing scene.

and a spectacular striped wall played off

People often ask if we would do it again,

everything else. Brian and Carter had

and we say absolutely. It was a once-in

spruced up the entertainment center by

a-lifetime experience. Both of us have kept

adding doors, and Carter had built a

our rooms exactly as the designers left

beautiful coffee table complete with storage

them and have since been inspired to carry

drawers. A total success!

the design theme into other rooms.

Afterward, we celebrated with the cast
and crew in downtown Greenville. I danced

my eyes to see my family room? "OH MY

the night away with the charming Frank

GOSH!" of course - and not once, but

Bielec, while Brian exchanged e-mail

over and over again!

Oh, and what did I say when I opened

addresses with members of the crew that
we now thought of as old friends. We were

Tracee Minnix Wade '95 and her family live

even joined by 'Trading Spaces" designers

in Simpsonville, S. C. She formerly worked
in public relations and is now a full-time
mom. Brian Wade '95 is a pharmaceutical
sales representative for AstraZeneca.

Edward Walker and Doug Wilson, who had
arrived to prepare for their next episode,
down the road in Spartanburg.

Furman reports
Pol i cy revision

Alcohol to be allowed in specially designated areas of campus

Furman has adopted a new policy permitting

it was important to maintain the integrity

alcohol to be served in specially designated

of the living and learning environment for

line is that alcohol will be available only

areas of the campus under strictly regulated

Furman students, which is why the desig

in certain places, under specific circum

circumstances.

nated areas for alcohol use are located at

stances and within regulated conditions.

the edges of campus and away from the

This new policy sustains our commitment

The new policy allows alcohol to

President David Shi says, "The bottom

be served at private, catered events at

center of student life. It is a practical phi

to maintaining a social atmosphere that

Timmons Arena, Cherrydale Alumni

losophy Furman is very comfortable with,

promotes safety for all students, encourages

House, the golf course and the proposed

especially since the great majority of its

responsible student behavior and protects

Younts Conference Center, which will be

2,600 students are under the age of 2 1."

located near Cherrydale. Students 2 1 years
of age and older will be able to have alcohol
at closely supervised, university-approved

Alcohol may be served at private,
catered events in Timmons Arena, but it
will not be allowed at any public event

the campus living and learning environ
ment."
The decision to revise the policy was
made after an extended period of study.

events in the designated areas. The campus

in the arena, such as concerts or basketball

In June 2002, prompted by the growing

"living and learning environment," which

games. Alcohol will be permitted at the

number of requests for use of campus

includes all residence halls and academic
buildings, will remain off limits to alcohol.
The policy goes into effect August 30.
The former policy prohibited the posses
sion or use of alcohol anywhere on uni
versity property.
This decision, which was approved
at the spring meeting of the board of
trustees, was prompted by the recent

"The botto m l i n e is that alcohol will be avai l able
o n ly in certai n pl aces , u nd e r specific ci rcu m 
stances a n d with i n reg u l ated co nditi o n s . "
- P resident S h i

dramatic growth in Furman's involvement

golf course during private tournaments but

with the local community- a key goal
of the university's strategic plan. More

not for general play.
ARAMARK, Furman's food service

facilities, the executive committee of the
board of trustees asked the president to
appoint a committee to examine the alcohol

and more outside groups are asking to hold

provider, will be responsible for purchasing

meetings or special events on campus, and

and serving alcohol at all catered events.

the number is expected to increase once
the Younts Center is built. These events

Furman will not have its own license.

strengthen ties between Furman and the

peer institutions, among them Birmingham

community while often providing valuable

dent of the Alumni Association, says of the
new policy, "It is well-defmed with built-in

experiences and contacts for students.

safeguards for any problems that may arise.

Gettysburg, Rhodes, Richmond, Rollins,

Pam Underwood Thomason '76, presi

policy.
The committee, consisting of Furman
administrators, analyzed the alcohol
policies at a number of the university's
Southern, Bucknell, Centre, Davidson,

Most groups request that they be allowed

I support the trustees' commitment to

Sewanee, Stetson, Washington and Lee,

to serve alcohol.

prohibiting the use of alcohol in the living

William & Mary and Wofford. All

Similarly, the Charles E. Daniel Chapel

is becoming a popular site for weddings,

and learning environment on campus."
Furman student organizations that

allow some form of alcohol use. The
committee also consulted with Furman's

but families are forced to go off campus

use the designated venues will be strictly

legal counsel and insurance carrier.

for receptions if they want to serve alcohol.

regulated. Students will be required to fill

After completing its study, the committee

By designating specific areas on the campus

out an event registration form, and each

presented a proposal to the president

periphery where alcohol may be served,

event will be jointly monitored by

suggesting that the policy be modified.

Furman will be able to accommodate these

ARAMARK, the Office of Public Safety

The proposal later went to the executive

outside requests without fundamentally

and the Division of Student Services.

committee of the board and then to the

altering the alcohol policy for students.

Security must be provided, and carding

full board.

Leighan Rinker, chair of the board
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and/or wristbands will be required for all

The board of trustees emphasized

of trustees; says, "The trustees are commit

participants. Only students 2 1 years of age

ted to keeping the residential and academic

or older will be allowed to purchase or

sity, the new alcohol policy will be

areas of the campus alcohol free. We felt

consume alcohol.

continuously evaluated.

that, as with all policies at the univer

Wellness ideals:
Group of freshmen to form
'Living/Learning Community'

This fall, 26 Furman freshmen will live in
a specially designed campus community
that promotes emotional and physical health
as well as academic success.
During the summer, freshmen applied
for a spot in a "Living/Learning Com
munity" in either Poteat or Haynsworth
residence halls. Those accepted into the
pilot program will automatically be enrolled
in Health and Exercise Science 10, the
required HES course, for fall term. The
class will meet at 1 p.m. Monday through
Thursday for the traditional curriculum,
as well as Sunday from 7 to 10 p.m. for

specialized lectures.
The 10 Sunday sessions will focus on
social, spiritual, physical, intellectual and
emotional issues. As part of the program,
students will be required to read books and
watch films that emphasize self-discovery
and personal relationships. The book list
includes such selections as Tuesdays with

Morrie and How Reading Changed My
Life, while likely film selections are "Dead
Poets Society" and "October Sky."
Living/Learning Community members
will also plan a campus event on a wellness
related topic, cook a meal for classmates
using specific nutritional guidelines, and
participate in other group activities
throughout the school year.
Beau Seagraves '02, South Housing
area coordinator, and Si Pearman ' 87,
assistant academic dean, are coordinating
the program. Seagraves approached
Pearman last fall with the idea.
"Our goal is to provide a solid aca
demic program that embodies the uni
versity's engaged learning philosophy
while promoting strong community," says
Seagraves. Pearman, who will teach the
HES class, says his objective is to engage
students "in a way that's not possible in
a normal, 50-minute, day-to-day class."
Over the last decade, these types of
communities at other universities have
shown that the students involved are more
successful academically, more connected
to the university and more committed to
their living environment. By exposing
students to wellness ideals early in their
college careers, Furman hopes they will
incorporate what they learn into their
everyday lives, both throughout their years
at Furman and beyond.
- Katie Dickens '06

The Charlie Peace Wing will add 48,000 square feet to the library.

Construction update
Library project moves forward; Furman Hall renovations begin

Despite a spring and early summer filled
with rain , rain and more rain , construction
is proceeding apace on the Charlie Peace
Wing of the James B. Duke Library.
Although weather problems caused
a slight delay in the original August 1 5
completion date, the new wing, located
on the rose garden side of the building, has
risen steadily over the last few months and,
at press time, was scheduled to be com
pleted by September 2. Once the new wing
is finished, the library faculty and staff will
move there so that renovations on the
original building can begin. If all goes
according to plan, the new-look library
should be open for business by the start
of the 2004-05 academic year.
The renovations and addition to the
library will double its capacity from more
than 400,000 to more than 800,000 vol
umes. The amount of research and study
space available to students and faculty will
grow from 300 seats to more than 900 seats
in a variety of settings, including 25 group
study rooms. The expanded library will
also feature a Multimedia Computing Com
mons, which will be the largest computing
facility on campus, as well as a 40-seat
study lounge that will be open 24 hours
a day for student use.
The cost of the full library renovation,
including maintenance endowment, is
approximately $25 million. For construction
updates, photos and floor plans for the
newly configured facility, visit the project's
Web site at http://library.furman.edu/icu.
While construction continued on the Charlie
Peace Wing, the u niversity also began
restoring and renovating James C. Furman

Hall, the oldest academic building on
campus.
The classroom building, which was first
used i n 1 955, is being revamped i n two
phases over a two-year period. The project
will bring the building's offices and class
rooms in line with the newer academic
facilities on campus.
Work during the first phase is focusing
on the south section of the building (toward
Plyler Hall) and the east half of the center
section (facing the front gates). To accom
modate classes during the renovation
phase, seven portable buildings have been
placed behind Plyler Hall to serve as tem
porary classrooms.
The lower level of the Joseph Baylis
Earle I nfirmary, which housed the admis
sions and financial aid offices before their
move to the Hartness Welcome Center in
2001 , is providing temporary faculty office
space during the construction process.
Members of the religion and modern lan
guages and literatures departments have
moved into the basement area, while the
classics department and members of the
history and English departments have
moved to John E. Johns Hall or Lay Physical
Activities Center.
The first phase of the Furman Hall
project is scheduled to be completed by the
start of the 2004-05 academic year. At that
time work will begin on the north and west
sections of the building, which will result in
the relocation of faculty i n the departments
of English, history, modern languages and
literatures, philosophy and communication
studies. The anticipated completion date
of the project, which has an estimated cost
of $9.2 million, is the end of August 2005.
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Two longtime professors' Furman careers come to a close
Campus, community
shared benefits
of Alford's expertise
I t has been rumored that
Charles Alford has nine lives
and that he spent many of them
on the faculty at Furman.
A Greenville native, he
received his B.A. degree in
economics from Wofford
College and his Ph.D. in
marketing from the University of Alabama, with a minor in
economics and quantitative methods. He joined Furman's Depart
ment of Economics and Business Administration in 1 97 1 at the
young age of 25, and since then he has introduced hundreds of
business students to such topics as statistics, marketing principles
and research, and urban and personal economics.
It didn't take long for Charlie to earn a reputation as a rigorous
instructor, strong administrator and respected colleague. By 1 976
he had been named chair of the department, a position he held until
1 985. In 1 982 he received the Western Electric Fund Award for
innovative teaching from the American Assembly of Collegiate
Schools of Business, and in 1 994 the university recognized his
distinctive talents by naming him the James C. Self Professor of
Business Administration.
Aside from his efforts within the department, Charlie has also
served Furman in a variety of other capacities. He was chair of
the faculty from 1 993-95, and for the last seven years he has been
the faculty athletic representative to the NCAA. In 1 9 8 3 he was
invited to present one of the first talks in the prestigious L.D.
Johnson Lecture Series on "What Really Matters."
Outside of Furman, Charlie has generously shared his insights
and expertise with the local community. He has been active in
civic affairs in nearby Travelers Rest, serving as vice chair of
the town's Area Council and as co-chair of that group's Economic
Development Community.
He has also established quite a reputation as a consultant in
the fields of business appraisal and forensic economics. Over the
last 1 5 years or more he has been a stalwart witness for the legal
community in matters of business evaluation, estate valuation and
damage assessment. He has qualified in both state and federal
courts as an expert, and his testimony is sought by counsel for
claimants, counsel for defendants, and judges throughout the state.
He may have decided to retire from Furman at the end of the
2002-03 academic year, but his decision has hardly left him wonder
ing what happens next. Indeed, it has given him an opportunity
to refocus. He has opened an office in downtown Greenville from
which he plans to continue his consulting business and other
projects. However, I suspect that he is reserving some special time
to join his wife, Tish, in spoiling their new granddaughter, Mary
Charles.
Charlie is an avid golfer and at one time was a dedicated
fisherman. On several occasions I have heard him threaten to
buy a boat and start fishing again. I am not sure what that implies
about his golf game.

Sorensen's motto could be
heard on any given day in the
bright, colorful nave of the
Thomas Anderson Roe Art
Building- a building for which he was influential in attracting
the funds, helped to design, and in which he entertained and
educated students for the last 1 7 of his 29 years at Furman, until
his retirement at the close of the 2002-03 academic year.
While there are as many Sorensen legends as truths, each
legend is in great part truth, and each truth is of legendary propor
tions. It will likely take two and maybe three people to fill his
shoes, for at Furman Sorensen taught painting, printmaking, draw
ing, advertising design, senior seminars and art surveys from
medieval to modem. He also helped to develop an interdisciplinary
course that brings together students and professors of music, theatre
and the visual arts.
As a former student of Sorensen's who went on to become his
colleague, I can attest to his motto "everything in excess," but
would like to add, "done excellently." Thanks in great part to his
efforts, the number of art majors tripled during his Furman tenure,
the art history curriculum was expanded, and the department's
alumni are regularly accepted to some of the most prestigious
graduate programs in the country.
Sorensen exemplifies a liberal arts education. From him one
can learn to draw, to paint, to make a print, to analyze a painting,
to speak French, Spanish and German, to love the symphony, fine
food and wine- and to appreciate big, abstract painted canvases.
His paintings are characterized by bold colors and vigorous brush
strokes, and in the spirit of his interest in all the arts, many are
titled after musical forms. He has been quoted by students, who
lovingly mimic his accent and mannerisms, as "attacking the canvas
with his brush," and he has been known to paint almost to the point
of exhaustion. "Everything in excess . . .
Sorensen earned his undergraduate degree in painting from
the Minneapolis School of Art, his M.F.A. from Pratt Institute and
his Ph.D. from Ohio University. Before coming to Furman, he
taught in the Baltimore public schools and at Ursinus College.
Throughout his career, he has been committed to opening
students' eyes to the process of creating art. He organized trips
for students to such places as New York, Chicago, Washington,
Atlanta, Raleigh and Winston-Salem, all the while placing the
chronology of the art they saw within the context of his own
experiences as a student. As testimony to his devotion to art
education, a fund has been established in his name, the income
from which will help pay student expenses for art department trips.
And now that he is retiring from Furman, Sorensen will have
more time for the studio, as well as the symphony, the theatre,
France, Mexico . . . "Everything in excess, " done excellently.

- Cheryl Patterson

- Evan A. Gatti '94

Chair, Department of Economics and Business Administration

Lecturer in Art

·
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Sorensen's impact
on art program
will live on
"Everything in excess, nothing
in moderation. "
- R. Olof Sorensen

"

End of an era

After 20 years together, trio decides to leave Chaplains Office as one

When it comes to teamwork, you couldn't

find a better model than the Office of the

Chaplain at Furman.

Since 1983, Chaplain Jim Pitts,

Associate Chaplain Vic Greene and their
assistant, Shirley Smith, have devoted

themselves to the pastoral needs of the

Furman community by drawing on each

others' strengths and establishing a working

atmosphere based on mutual respect and

collaboration. Whether dealing with

a difficult situation (the separation from

the South Carolina B aptist Convention)
or the excitement of a dream fulfilled

(the construction of the Charles E. Daniel
Chapel), they have nurtured and cared

for the university and its people.

In the process, they have built highly

regarded programs in career guidance and
continuing education for students and mini
sters. They have been diligent in reaching
out to both current and former Furman

employees and their families, and they

have continually challenged the university

community to confront complex moral and

ethical issues by inviting provocative

speakers and hosting special programs

on a wide range of topics.

Now, having worked together as a unit

for so long, they have decided to leave as

one. On July 3 1 , Pitts, Greene and Smith

retired from the university that they served
for a combined total of 76 years.

"I didn 't foresee all of us leaving at

the same time," says Pitts, "but perhaps

it's appropriate. I think we have worked

exceptionally well together in our ministry
here at Furman."

Highly regarded for their collegiality and good cheer, Vic Greene (left), Jim Pitts
and Shirley Smith developed a model program of pastoral care at Furman.

"I hope Furman will continue to en

courage its people to remember where we
came from and how we got where we are."
Pitts will continue as chair of Smyth
& Helwys, a publishing company that
specializes in Christian books and edu

cational resources. He and his wife, Nancy,
also plan to enjoy more time with their two

share with them the opportunity to learn

about other cultures firsthand - those
experiences will be hard to duplicate,"

he says. "We ' ve been to Cuba, to Belize,
to places where we met people who are
living their faith in bold and sacrificial

ways. It is inspiring and humbling not

only to have met these individuals, but

grandchildren.

to have established genuine friendships

joined the department as associate chaplain

Furman: He will help to lead the winter

those contacts."

death, he succeeded him as chaplain in

and Italy.

adjust to their new challenges without

Pitts, a member of the Class of 1 960,
has the longest tenure on campus, having

to L.D. Johnson in 1 967. After Johnson 's
1 982.
He says, "It has been such a privilege

to live, learn and work in a place like this.

I ' l l leave with some grief and some relief,
but mostly with a genuine affection for

Furman and for so many people who will

remain dear friends. "
A s chaplain, Pitts says, one o f his most

important jobs was to serve as a "living
reminder" of the "traditions and history

of the mighty acts of God." He points out

that both the church and the college are

institutions that have historically empha

sized the value of remembering and learn
ing from the past.

"We have only a short window of time

And he does get one extra perk from

2004 study abroad trip to Turkey, Greece
Greene, who graduated from Furman

in 1 973, joined the staff in 1 983 as associate
chaplain, shortly after Smith came on board
as administrative assistant. He and his

wife, Janet Jacobs '73, are moving to her
hometown of Franklin, N.C., where he

anticipates continuing to work in some

Smith, whose efficiency and organizational
skills have kept the chaplains on task for

the last 20 years. But they know that, if

needed, she'll be there for them - at least,
when she's not catching up on her reading
and visiting her three grandchildren.

And while the trio may be leaving

Furman, they are not leaving the new

my 20-year sabbatical," he says.
"It is not easy to leave Furman," says

are Susan Bennett, chapel receptionist, and

take time to rest and rejuvenate. "I call it

Greene, "but I feel a strong sense of peace
with this decision. I ' ve had a growing
sense that it's time for a change, and I feel

that God has been involved in this process."
Greene finds it difficult to name one

particular aspect of his Furman work that

vides a context for anticipating the future.

We can't just hit the delete key and wipe

travels with Furman students, either on
academic programs or mission trips.

understanding what has gone before.

so closely on a day-to-day basis and to

it all out, because all of us can benefit from

Both Greene and Pitts will have to

area of ministry. But first, he says, he 'll

in which to pass on our traditions and
history to the next generation," he says.

"The past informs your present and pro

with many of them. I hope to maintain

he enjoyed most, but his enthusiasm picks
up a notch when he is asked about his

"To be able to relate to individuals

chaplain, Vaughn CroweTipton (see page

26), in a vacuum. Remaining on the staff

sexton Carroll Huff, both of whom exude

the sincerity and warmth that has been the

hallmark of the entire chaplains' team.
In summarizing the retiring trio's
20 years together, Pitts says simply, "We've
concentrated on trying to be generally
useful and to putting as high a premium
on relationships as on tasks." They have

done so with grace, good cheer and

a genuine commitment to the idea -

and the ideal - of the Furman family.

- Jim Stewart
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CroweTi pton appointed university's new chap lain
Vaughn CroweTipton, senior pastor at

CroweTipton is involved in various civic

Auburn First Baptist Church in Auburn,

leadership roles in the community, including

Ala., has been named the new chaplain
at Furman.

serving on the executive committee for
Habitat for Humanity in Auburn and at
Samford University in Birmingham, Ala. He

CroweTipton began his new duties

has also been a congregational field advisor

at Furman on August 1 5. He replaces
Jim Pitts, who retired as of July 31 .

for the New Testament Language Project.
Since 1 999, he has been the Formations

(See page 25).

commentary writer for Baptists Today,

In addition to his duties at Auburn

a national journal for moderate Baptists.
CroweTipton has published numerous

First Baptist, which has approximately
1 ,000 members, CroweTipton taught in

articles and reviews and is the editor of

the religion department at Auburn
University. He has also taught at Mercer
University, Brewton-Parker College and
Macon College, and his courses have

several books, including Politics and
published by Mercer University Press. He

Rhetoric in the Corinthian Epistles,

included "Introduction to New Testament and Old Testament

is a member of the Society of Biblical Literature, National

Literature," "Teachings of Jesus" and "History of Christianity."

Association of Baptist Professors of Religion and Society

Before going to Auburn, CroweTipton had served as
senior pastor at Northwest Baptist Church in Ardmore, Okla.,

of Religious Education.
He is married to the former Beverly Cheryl Crowe, a 1 981

senior chaplain at Methodist Children's Home in Macon, Ga.,
and pastor of Loveview Baptist Church in Hillsboro, Texas.

Furman graduate who served on the staff at Auburn First

A graduate of Mississippi College, he holds the Master of
Divinity degree from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
and a Ph.D. in Biblical Studies from Baylor University.

and works with Smyth & Helwys Publishing.
The CroweTiptons have two children, Jared Matthew ( 1 0)

Baptist. She holds a graduate degree from Southern Seminary

and Abigail Katelyn (7).

Three alumni set to join board of trustees this fal l
The Furman board of trustees elected three

alumni to its ranks during its spring meeting
in May.
John C. Cothran '54 of Greenville and
James L. Hamrick '50 of Spartanburg,
S.C., both former chairs of the board, were
elected to another term. Joining them for
his first term as a trustee will be Douglas
K. Freeman '72 of Jacksonville, Fla. All
will begin their service this fall .
Freeman, who has more than 3 0 years
of experience in the financial industry, has
served as chief executive officer of NetBank,
I nc., since April 2002, following the com
pany's acquisition of Resource Bancshares
Mortgage Group, Inc. He was named chair
of the board of directors of NetBank in
January 2003. Previously, he had served
as chief executive officer of RBMG. He
earned a degree in economics from Furman

and holds an M. B.A. degree from the
U niversity of South Carolina.
Cothran is a longtime leader in real
estate development in Greenville. The
retired chair of the Cothran Company, Inc.,
he is a past president of the Greenville
Board of Realtors and the Home Builders
Association and has been honored as
Realtor of the Year and Homebuilder of the
Year. Active in civic and community affairs,
he received the Alumni Service Award i n
1 992 and i s a former moderator of the South
Carolina Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.
Hamrick is currently a financial consul
tant for Milliken & Co. after serving for many
years as an executive with the company.
He has also worked as a director of the
Spartanburg Regional Medical Center
Foundation, the Charles Lea Center and
the Charles Lea Foundation, and as

a regional director of Southern National
Bank. Furman awarded him an honorary
Doctor of Humanities degree in 1 996.
In other action, the board recognized
three trustees whose terms expired at the
end of the meeting: Harold F. "Gaily"
Gallivan '69 of Greenville, Sarah Belk
Gambrell of Charlotte, N.C., and Robert V.
Pinson '61 of Spartanburg.
The board also elected seven members
to serve on its 2003-04 executive commit
tee, which acts on matters of interest when
the board is not in session. They are
Gordon L. Blackwell '60 of Raleigh, N.C.;
Greenvillians Kathleen Crum McKinney,
Larry D. Estridge '66 , Richard W. Riley '54
and Gordon R. Herring '65; William B.
Howes '59 of Flat Rock, N.C.; and board
chair Leighan R. Rinker of Lake Worth, Fla.

Pipe dream

Installation of new organ under way

The majestic final piece of the Charles

use of "swell pedals," separate pedals

E. Daniel Chapel began to take its long

located above the pedalboard, the organist

of C.B. Fisk, Inc., arrived on campus to

volume of sound gradually, a technique

awaited place in July when representatives
install Furman 's new pipe organ.

The $ 1 million organ, a gift from

trustee emeritus Thomas S. Hartness and
his late wife, Edna Gladden Hartness, in

honor of Bobby Hartness and Becky Berry
Hartness, will stand at the east end of

will be able to increase or decrease the

that is particularly important in accom

panying vocal and instrumental soloists.

Understandably, the music department

is ecstatic about the possibilities the new

organ will offer for instruction and perfor

mance. As department chair William

the chapel 's 350-seat sanctuary. The spot

Thomas says, "This organ will be a crown

discussions about the design and size

to the chapel's beautiful and acoustically

has been reserved for the organ since

of the chapel began in the early 1 990s.

Says Charles Tompkins, university

organist and member of the music faculty
since 1 986, "Rarely do you get the oppor

tunity to design both an organ and the room

ing addition, both visually and musically,

dynamic space."

Tompkins is scheduled to introduce

the organ to the public at a dedicatory
recital in April.

it is to be placed in at the same time, as
was the case with Daniel Chapel. The

building's high ceilings and resonant acous

Edna Hartness: a l ife wel l l ived

which is ideal for a pipe organ."

Edna Gladden Hartness, a civic and
community leader in Greenville and a
longtime benefactor of Furman, died June
14 at her home.
A native of Sanford, N.C., she studied
for a nursing degree at
H ighsmith Hospital in
Fayetteville, N.C. She later
earned her pilot's license
and was a Red Cross
worker and Civil Air Patrol
officer during World War II,
when she taught recruits
the basics of flying and
m ilitary courtesy.
A woman of wide
ranging interests - wife
and mother, life master
bridge player, naturalist and
world traveler - she was
active in civic ventures in
Greenville. A Girl Scout
leader and supporter of conservation
causes, she worked with such organizations
as the Humane Society, the American
Cancer Society, the Greenville County
Museum of Art and the Little Theatre,
as well as the South Carolina Governor's
School for the Arts and Humanities.
At Furman she and her husband,
trustee emeritus Thomas Signor Hartness,
have helped fund a variety of campus
projects. Her passion for music led her
to provide scholarships for Furman music
students and to sponsor the Gladden
and Hartness Quartets. In honor of Tom's
birthday in 1994, she presented a Steinway
grand piano to Furman.
The couple's philanthropy extended to
many other areas of the university, including

tics provide an almost cathedral-like sound,

Especially one with 2,930 pipes, rang

ing in length from less than half an inch

to 16 feet.

The initial phase of the i nstallation -

putting the organ together - started July

7 and was to take about five weeks.

But that was the easy part. Once the

pieces were in place, the painstaking work

of "voicing" the tone and volume of each

of the organ 's pipes began. The voicing is

expected to take about seven months, which

means that the sanctuary will be open only

for Sunday services until spring.

For C.B. Fisk, which is based in

Gloucester, Mass., the Furman organ is

"Opus 1 2 1 " in its canon of works. Founded
in 1 96 1 by the late Charles Brenton Fisk,

the company has built organs for churches,
universities and concert halls throughout
North America, as well as in Europe and

Japan. Harvard, Oberlin, Rice, Stanford

and the University of Oklahoma are among

the institutions that boast a Fisk organ.

The Furman organ will have 42 stops,

or "voices," with tone colors that will

include flutes, principals, reeds (brass or

woodwind-like stops) and strings. It will

have three keyboards and a pedalboard.

The pipes will be constructed from wood
and a variety of metals.

The organ will employ direct mechan

ical ("tracker") key action. Each key will

be attached to a thin wooden "tracker," or
rod, which in tum will be connected to

a pallet that admits air to the pipes. When

players depress a key, they will have direct

control over the speech of the pipes.

The instrument will also feature a high

degree of dynamic flexibility. Through the

the academic and athletic programs. They
provided lead gifts toward the construction
of John E. Johns Hall and the Nan Trammell
Herring Music Pavilion, and most recently
they provided the new organ for the Charles
E. Daniel Chapel in honor
of Bobby Hartness and
Becky Berry Hartness.
Hartness Welcome Center,
which houses the
admissions and financial
aid offices, and Hartness
Pavilion, a lovely banquet
room beside the Charles
E. Daniel Dini ng Hall, are
named in their honor.
"Edna Hartness
helped shape Furman's
development since the
move to the new campus,"
says President David Shi.
"She inspired us all with
her adventurous spirit, radiant personality
and boundless love."
In 1 983 Furman presented her the Mary
Mildred Sullivan Award because of her
"awareness of the beauty and value of
the intangible elements of life." In 1 997 she
received an honorary Doctor of Humanities
degree in recognition of her "dedication and
service to Furman and to the artistic and
educational advancement" of the Greenville
community. Her honorary degree citation
stated that she left a distinctive mark on
the world because of her "generosity, gifts
of time and energy, and youthful zest for
life."
She is survived by her husband, three
children, seven grandchildren and seven
great-grandchildren.
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Furman reports
Lighting the fire

An alumnus pays tribute to a professor's influence

When Joey Johnsen '02 learned that Ronald
Granieri, who joined the Furman history
faculty in 1 997, was moving to the Uni
versity of Pennsylvania at the close of the
academic year, he wrote this letter express
ing his appreciation for Granieri 's impact
on his life. Because Johnsen s feelings are
similar to those voiced through the years
by thousands of Furman graduates whose
lives have been touched by an influential
professor, his letter is excerpted here as
a tribute both to a talented teacher and
to all faculty members who, as Johnsen
says, have led students "down uncertain
academic corridors, " guided them through
their scholastic efforts, and ultimately
cultivated in them a love for learning.
Dr. Granieri:

I came to Furman with a strong interest in

writing and English. For that reason, my

father urged me to sign up for the human

ities sequence. In no way has any endeavor

- academic or not - so dramatically

"B" from you, but you also whetted my

at Barley's Pizza and Taproom, and

ods and holistic approach to the humanities,

you in 200 1 ("20th Century Europe"), we

you helped me to understand the historio

tolerance) for the liberal arts.

baseball and joked about my minimum

showing up for discussion group on Beach

I experienced your enthusiasm on a more

me how to whittle an abstract and factional

guide, I felt the trembling of a world order,

for historical research and historiographical

affected my life for the better. Through

your ferociously concerned teaching meth
I discovered a love (not just a favorable

I ' ll never forget my excitement upon

Weekend Friday - I'll bet they don't have
Beach Weekend at Penn - to find that I

appetite. Through a summer course with
developed a friendship. We talked Cubs

wage job at the mall. Through that course,
personal scale. With your lectures as my

the passion of the Red Army, the divisive

was one of only three students present.
Yet with the same intensity with which you

ness of post-war Europe, and the negotiation

our individual questions.

plexing new era. And I tapped a passionate

question I could muster: "So, Dr. Granieri,

academics within myself.

addressed a lecture hall of 1 00, you tackled
Flattered and eager, I posed the best

is the Great Depression something that

could have been avoided or was it an inevi
table build-up from the economic and

and collective fumbling of ideals in a per

and irreparably individualistic love for

To tell you the truth, when my senior

seminar rolled around in March 2002, I

in world history into a three- or four-minute

Granieri.

you said and can no longer recall one word

of your explanation. But the fire was lit and

a passion for the search was born within
me.

Perhaps that is what led me to major

in history. Admittedly, I received my first

and consistent guidance, you showed

philosophical movement into a subject

analysis. As during my freshman year,
you helped me make sense of complex

subjects without forfeiting an appreciation

for the unquantifiable and still elusive
aspects of the liberal arts pursuit.

Sure, you made mistakes. In humani

ties, we all cried to the gods when your

lectures ended at 1 2 :57 and most of us

when I read "B" beside your name

just that topic because of the single word

explanation, just because I had asked. To

theory as a whole. With scholarly critiques

my final semester at Furman to probing

terms, you attempted to quantify one of

tell you the truth, I understood little of what

graphy of the Frankfurt School and critical

had classes to catch by 1 . I probably

Germany. But I decided I would devote

the most intricately interrelated catastrophes

squeezed between the pages of your office,

could have cared less about post-war

global situation of the previous 20 years?"
In delectably ambiguous and complex
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Student and mentor enjoy a final session together.

that preceded it in the course catalogue:

With the same intensity and passion

that pulled me into the history department,

complained and sulked like a child

on my final freshman transcript. But

your lessons were nothing if not fruit

ful, your passion unbridled, and your
example unsurpassable.

I hope to see you again soon. But even

you held my hand along the final stretch.

if I don't, you will never be forgotten.

apparent level of interest or preparedness,

After spending 2002-03 as an admissions
counselor at Furman, Johnsen has enrolled
in law school at Drake University in
Des Moines, Iowa.

Regardless of the topic or book or our
you consistently evoked and nurtured
engaging class discussions. In our

awkwardly shaped classroom, around tables

at th ree levels of experience

beauty of mathematics, and even

(begin ner, i ntermediate a n d

readers who have a lways found

advanced ) . T h e b o o k is written

math challenging will be able to

at a level appropriate for coaches,

follow the story to its fasci nating

parents, or p layers from middle

conclusion.

school through college.

a teaching professional and con

FROM ALUMNI

tributor to

Suzanne Rhodes Draayer '73,
Cancones de Espana: Songs of
Nineteenth-Century Spain
(Scarecrow Press, 2003). The
publisher says this anthology
marks the first collection of
Spanish songs from the 1800s.
The 23 songs i n the collection
represent "an exciti ng opportunity
to explore the gems of Spanish
vocal repertoire. Songs have been
selected by virtue of the quality
of the poetry, the a rtistry of the
song setti ng, the bea uty of the
melody, the variety of the accom
paniment, and those with an
indigenous flavor." The author,
who teaches at Winona State
University in Min nesota, frequently
performs Spanish vocal literature
and has written extensively on
the subject.

(W Publishing Group, 2003). The
fourth novel from Whitlow, a n
attorney who has been called "the
John Grisham of the Christian
market," is described by the
publisher as "a combination of
i ntrigue and i nspiration." The
story centers on a legal fight over
a man who is para lyzed and
comatose, with his wife seeking
to cut off life support and his
father opposing her wishes.
"Caught up i n the turmoil," says
the publisher, "is a young female
attorney who takes the case and
finds out that her client's husband
isn't the only person i n need of
life-saving measures." Whitlow
received the 2001 Christy Award,
which recognizes "Christian novels
of exceptional quality and impact,"

The Trial.

that fi nished second in the 1987
NCAA tournament.

Booklist says

that much of the book is as ap
plicable to men as it is to women
and adds, "Her advice on the swing
is straightforward and clea rly
explained, and she doesn't make
the common mistake of trying to
teach average players to swing
like Tiger Woods." Stenzel is at
work on a third instructional book.
Eri n Mahan '92, Kennedy, de
Gaulle and Western Europe
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2003 ) . The
publisher says that the author,
who holds a doctorate from the
University of Virgi nia, "revises
prevailing i nterpretations of
Fra nco-American relations during
the ea rly 1960s that either chas
or Kennedy for i m posing U .S.
policies on Europe. Summoni n g
a wide range o f French a n d
American archival sources, this
book demonstrates that the
structure and dynamics of the
Franco-American relationship
during this period were embedded
i n complex multilateral relation
ships within the Western alliance."
Mahan works for the Department
of State in Washington.

FROM FAC U LTY
Tony Caterisano and Mike Gentry,
A Chance to Win: A Complete
Guide to Physical Training for
Football (Iron Palace Company
LLC, 2003). This book focuses on
all aspects of physical training for
football, including strength devel
opment through resistance train
i ng, speed and agility trai ning.

Kellie Stenzel '87, The Women's
Guide to Consistent Golf (Thomas
Dun ne, 2002). Targeted at the
i ntermediate player, this follow
up to Stenzel's first book,

maga

tise de Gaulle for anti-Americanism

Robert Whitlow '76, Life Support

for

Golffor Women

zine, played on the Furman squad

The

Women's Guide to Golf (2000),
is praised by Booklist as "a fine
i nstructional for average golfers
hoping to i m prove." The author,

Caterisano is a world champion
powerlifter and professor of
exercise physiology at Furman,
and Gentry is head strength and
conditioning coach at Virginia
Tech. They address such topics
as n utrition, motivation and
training cycle development, while
offering week-by-week programs

- Scott Henderson,

Education

Edgar V. McKnight, Reading the

Richard Russo, Empire Falls

Bible Today: A 21st Century

(Vintage Books, 200 1 ) . Empire

Appredation of Scripture (Smyth

Falls, Maine, is a decayi ng texti le

& Helwys, 2003 ) . According to

town mostly owned and thoroughly

the publisher, McKnight, the

controlled by Francine Whiting,

William R. Kenan, Jr., Professor

an iron-willed widow. This Pulitzer

Emeritus of Religion, "presents

Prize-wi n ni ng novel focuses on

the results of four decades of

her relationship with Mi les Ro by,

searching and study for readers

the manager of her Em pire Grill,

who want to relate their Christian

a down -at-the-heels, blue-collar

faith to contemporary knowledge

bar and restaurant. Roby is de

and i nsight i nto the nature and

cent, com petent and lovi ng, but

significance of the Bible." Phyllis

he d rifts, unable to confront or

Trible of Wake Forest Divinity

escape. His world i ncludes his

School says that the book

adored 16-year-old daughter, Tick;

"provides a thoughtful a n d bal

his father, an irresponsible

anced introduction to the Bible

"sem pty-something" ne'er-do-well;

in its ancient setti ngs, diverse

his ex-wife, Jeanine; and friends

translations and contem porary

and enemies from childhood.

uses." Sandra Hack Polaski '86,

Although primarily set in the mid-

who teaches at Baptist Theological

1990s, when the town's factories

Seminary, says that McKnight

are vacant, its high school football

"explains how and why an under

team a perennial loser and its

sta nding of the Bible as an his

Roman Catholic church near clos

torical and literary document is

ing, the novel effectively i nter

necessary and contributes to

twines events from 30 years earlier

a fuller a ppreciation of the Bible

with those of the present. With

as Scripture."

its vivid characters, satiric humor,
absorbing atmosphere and deft

RECOM M E N D ED

plotti ng,

Empire Falls

is a marvel

ous read.
Si mon Si ngh, Fermat's Enigma:

- Judith Bainbridge,

English

The Epic Quest to Solve the
World's Greatest Mathematical

Paul Wilson, editor, Prague:

Problem (Random Ho use, 1 9 9 7 ) .

A Traveler's Literary Companion

Books a b o u t math problems a re

(Travelers Literary Companions,

not usually riveti ng, but this one

1995) . This book offers about 25

is a page-turner - about num

essays or short stories by various

bers. Si ngh focuses on the 350-

Czech authors in which the setting

year attempt to solve an equation

is Prague. Arranged chronologi

posed by the French mathemati

cally within various topics (each

cian Pierre de Fermat. Fermat's

topic being a separate neighbor

"enigma" appears relatively

hood of the city), the book serves

harmless: x n+y n=zn . Singh, using

as a g reat introduction to many

extremely clear prose, illustrates

Czech authors not named Kafka

why the solution to this equation

(who hi mself is represented), such

is anything but simple. Along the

as Karl Pecha, Gustav Meyri nk and

way, he explains group theory,

Jachym Topol. In particular,

quintic equations, modular forms

Pecha's "The Little Bulldog" cap

and other concepts. He a lso pro

tures the specifics of a place and

vides a bri lliant discussion of Kurt

time - Mala Strana i n the 1970s

Godel's theorem of undecidable

- and the universality of human

propositions. Individuals i nter

personalities. This is a handsome

ested in problem-solving strategies

book with good translations and

will fi nd Si ng h's descriptions of

a strong section of notes about

induction, contradiction and

the authors and translators. A

conjectures especially useful, and

fine book to have in Prague or

virtually every reader will be

on one's bed stand.

enlig htened by Singh's account.

- David Spear,

History

It reveals the complexity and the
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Furman philanthropy
The Hol lingsworth bequest
When John D. Hollingsworth '39 of

•

Examining the status of a complex estate

What is the size of the bequest?

or timing - but we do know that they will

lay a more solid financial foundation for

Greenville died in late 2000, the textile

This has still not been determined and may

Hollingsworth Funds, Inc. The organi

value of the Hollingsworth land holdings,

other university programs.

distributing the income from the estate to

has yet to be established.

institutions that have received historic

charities.

his lifetime, John D. Hollingsworth estab

magnate left his substantial estate to

zation's board of trustees was charged with
Furman, the YMCA and Greenville County
Over the last two and a half years,

not be for another year or two, because the
which represent the majority of the estate,
•

Who is handling the bequest?

During

Nevertheless, I want to report what I can.

bequests have "gone to sleep" because

their alumni begin to think the college

than an asset.

and Ed Good ' 67 is vice president.

timing of the distributions to Furman and

Some

(Buck) Welling, Jr., is president and chair,

bequest and how it will be applied. The

the other beneficiaries are still not certain.

What is the challenge?

doesn't need them. Thus, in the long term,

speculation has abounded regarding the

estate is so complex that the amount and

•

lished Hollingsworth Funds, Inc., and

a board to oversee its operation. Irvine

nature and size of the Hollingsworth

the business department and will boost

•

When will Furman receive its share?

a large bequest can become a liability rather
This is not the case at Furman. Again

this year we are seeing record memberships

Any substantial proceeds will likely come

in the top giving societies , which support

of income from investments, rather than

tunities across the campus - areas

to Furman and other charities in the form

scholarships and engaged learning oppor

not

the principal itself, and are not likely to

supported by the Hollingsworth bequest.

beneficiaries are Furman, the Greenville

Hollingsworth 's death coincided with the

alumni and friends have responded to

County, as determined by the board. These

which has delayed the sale and development

percent, 1 0 percent and 45 percent of the

their annual revenues. The board of

Who are the beneficiaries of the
Hollingsworth bequest? The charitable
•

YMCA and other charities in Greenville

beneficiaries receive, respectively, 45

begin flowing for another year or two. Mr.

In the past two years, Furman

start of a three-year economic recession,

the university 's needs as never before.

of Hollingsworth properties and reduced

the Hollingsworth bequest, can propel

Their support, complementing that of

Furman further into the highest ranks

of national colleges and universities not

Mr. Hollingsworth expressed preference

Hollingsworth Funds, Inc., determines

the timing and amount of all distributions.

financial underpinnings that will ensure

and Business Administration but also

What will the Hollingsworth bequest
do for Furman? We don't know precisely

annual distribution from the estate's assets.
for Furman's Department of Economics

permitted his bequest to be applied to other
university needs.

Reversal of fortune
It was the worst of times, it was the best of
times: the fund-raising story of the 2002-03
academic year.
The faltering national economy had its
impact on giving for new scholarships,
facilities and programs at Furman, particularly
during the fall. For 2002-03, donors gave
$3.4 million less toward these areas than
they had in 2001 -02, and Furman's total gift
receipts, for all purposes, declined from $1 6.7
million to $1 4.6 million. But by cutting costs
and delaying the renovation of the Bell Tower,
the university managed to balance its budget
for the 27th straight year.
And things look bright for 2003-04, if the
annual giving statistics from the spring of
2003 are any indication. With the help of a
challenge grant from parents in Atlanta who
wish to remain anonymous, Furman alumni
and friends increased their annual giving by
25 percent over the spring of 2002. For the

•

how the funds will be applied - and

cannot, since we don't yet know the amount

only in measures of quality, but in the

first-rate teaching and learning in the future.

- David E. Shi

President

Alumni rally to Furman cause in second half o f academic year

full year, unrestricted annual giving grew 11 .6
percent. Unrestricted gifts go directly to
support the university's greatest needs and
opportunities.
Why the turnaround? Because alumni
and friends rallied to the calls of the staff and
volunteers who got out and "made the ask."
A few highlights from the year:
• The largest number of alumni ever 1 0,735, or 50.2 percent of the alumni popu
lation of record - made gifts to Furman,
placing the university in the top 1 0 nationwide
for the sixth year in a row in this important
measure of alumni satisfaction.
• The Presidents Club, for donors of
unrestricted gifts of $1 ,000 or more, surged
ahead by 27 percent, and the Trustees Circle
($2,500) grew by 28 percent - their best
tallies ever.
• The Richard Furman Society (for
donors of $10,000 or more) grew by four

percent to 80 members and contributed well
over one-third of the total in unrestricted gifts
for the year.
• The Partners Program ($25,000
and more per year for scholarships) had
a record 24 members this year, supporting
86 students.
• Parent memberships in the top gift
societies surged by 40 percent.
• For the first time, the Paladin
Club exceeded $1 million in gifts and
pledges.
• The Class of 1 941 reached 1 00
percent participation in giving for the third
year in a row. Three classes exceeded
70 percent and three others exceeded 60
percent. The Class of 1 988 exceeded 50
percent for the first time, leading the way for
other classes in the late '80s and early '90s.
- Donald J. Lineback
Vice President for Development

Tradition of service

Twins make identical pledges for Bell Tower
Consider this saying: one is good, two

Parents Association co-chairs
believe in getting involved
C indy

and Bobby Bowers of Alpharetta, Ga., new
co-chairs of Furman's Parents Association, have
a history of service and experience with colleges
and college-preparatory schools.
Cindy, a retired English teacher, joined Bobby
as 2002-03 co-presidents of the Upper School
(high school) at Woodward Academy, where their
three sons have attended. Bobby, a certified public
accountant and chief financial officer for Tascware,
Inc., is a member of the board of Woodward
Academy and of campus ministries at Auburn
University and Georgia Tech. He has also served
on the advisory board of Auburn's School of
Accountancy.
Their determination to be directly involved in
their children's schools, they believe, was instilled
in large part by their parents. Says Bobby, "My
father told me that his investment in his children's
education would pay dividends long after he was
gone. Cindy and I are the beneficiaries of our
parents' academic concerns, and we are only grate
fully following their examples."
They admit, however, that they didn't
realize how much fun they would have in the
process. On almost any weekend during the school
year, you will find them traveling the Southeast,
watching their sons play any number of sports.
Eldest son Robby is a sophomore at Furman and
a member of the baseball team . Seventeen-year
old Ryan, a senior at Woodward, is a cross country
runner (middle distances in track) - and a Furman
Scholar. Brett, the youngest at 1 5, plays football
and runs track for Woodward.
Once Robby decided to attend Furman, his
parents were more than willing to contribute their
expertise and leadership skills to the Parents
Association. The group works to support the uni
versity through fund-raising projects and involve
ment in such activities as Furman Clubs and the
Furman Admissions Network (FAN).
Both Cindy and Bobby say they are delighted
that Robby chose Furman over several other
schools. Bobby says, "Frankly, you could say all
of the schools had beautiful campuses and out
standing academic reputations, but the difference
was in the Furman people."
And Furman's personal touch remains con
stant. For example, when a close friend of Robby's
died last fall, they were impressed that faculty and
coaches called their son to express concern and
support. "Everyone is focused upon our child
getting the most out of his Furman experience,"
says Bobby.
- Judy Wilson
Director, Parents Programs

is better.

Then again, maybe not. Just ask

parents of twins if they agree with that

tug at the heart-strings, especially when

my twin sister is the one doing the tugging.
In support of my sister's generous donation,
I, too, will donate $5 ,000 over the next

statement.

four years. "

like to thank the mother and father of Edith

better, it will be doubled, thanks to the

But at least in one case, Furman would

and John Lovegren, twins who graduated

from Furman in 1 98 1 . For Furman, two
Lovegrens are a wonderful thing.

At Furman, both twins majored in

chemistry and were members of the Furman
Singers. Today Edie is a physician i n

Colorado, and John is a n executive with

And t o make John's donation even

matching gift program of MasterCard
International.

The generosity of folks like the

Lovegrens has helped Furman raise more

than $765,000 toward the $1 million needed
for the Bell Tower restoration and endow
ment. The project is scheduled to begin

MasterCard International in Michigan.

in June 2004

about the Bell Tower restoration project.

S. Lovegren and John K. Lovegren will be

Not long ago, Edie called to inquire

And when it does, the names of Edith

She expressed her love of music and the

placed on a plaque at the Bell Tower with

for the Bell Tower. Then she made a pledge

more. Donors of $1 ,000 or more will have

beauty of the campus, as well as her affinity
of $5,000 toward the $ 1 million project to
restore and endow the tower and the

Burnside Carillon.

While documenting her gift record,

I discovered that she had a twin. I sent her

an e-mail and asked if John shared her

affection for all things Furman and if she

felt he would consider participating in the

project.

Within days I received this message

from John: "Furman and music still both

the names of other donors of $5 ,000 or

their names engraved on a brick placed in

the "Anniversary Walk," the pathway lead
ing to the Bell Tower. Graduates since
1 987 may purchase a brick for $500.

- Craig Waldon '71

Director, Donor Research
Gifts, pledges and inquiries about the Bell
Tower project should be directed to Craig
Waldon at (864) 294-2157, or by e-mail to
craig. waldon @furman. edu.

A special legacy from Sal ly Groome
Col. Sally L. Groome ' 59 served many

tours of duty during her 26 years in the

U.S. Army, but she considered her four
years at Furman her "best tour."

She entered the Army in 1 960 follow

ing a year as an elementary school teacher,
and during her career she held various

command and staff assignments throughout
the United States and Germany. Her last

position was as chief of the training division

for the Army ROTC Cadet Command,

where she was responsible for al� ROTC

programs.

Sally had fond memories of Furman,

but she also remembered how, as a student,

she had to work almost full time to pay for
her education. She recalled that she never

had the "pin money" to participate in

extracurricular activities and special events.

As a result, she always felt she was on the

periphery, watching others enjoy the social
side of their Furman experience.

She never forgot that "outsider"

The fund will be used to provide an

annual stipend to a deserving American

born female student with financial need

who is either orphaned or from a single

parent family and who maintains at least
a 2.0 grade-point average. The stipend

may be used for the purchase of books, for

personal expenses or for unexpected per
sonal welfare exigencies.

I had the privilege of working with

Sally to help make her wishes become

reality. During our telephone conversations
I developed a great respect for her desire

to help others and for her courage in the
face of adversity.

Sally suffered from a terminal illness,

and during the course of our work together
her health deteriorated. Still, she never

lost her appreciation for her Furman edu

cation and her wish to give something back
to alma mater. And thanks to her generosity
and planning, deserving young women will

participate more fully in college life and

feeling, and she wanted to make sure

enjoy a more complete Furman experience.

experience. With that in mind, she created

was buried in Arlington National Cemetery

others did not have to endure a similar

a charitable remainder trust at Furman that
eventually will endow the Sally L. Groome
Memorial Fund.

Sally died September 7, 2002. She

with full military honors.

- Betsy Moseley '74

Director, Planned Giving

Furman athletics
Spring honors

Standout seasons bring Paladin athletes conference, national recognition

James Cameron and Tom Mastny were
awarded Furman diplomas May 3 1 , but
a college degree was just one of a host
of milestones the outstanding student
athletes reached during the late spring.
Cameron, who played No. 1 on the
tennis team, was named the 2003 Southern
Conference Player of the Year and the
league's Male Athlete of the Year after post
ing a 1 6- 1 0 singles record and 1 8-6 doubles
mark. A Phi Beta Kappa, summa cum laude
graduate in health and exercise science,
the Harrare, Zimbabwe, resident was also
named to the Verizon Academic All-America
University Division Ten nis First Team and
to the TIAA-CREF All-Academic Team. He
has been accepted to medical school at
Emory U niversity.
Two other 2003 graduates, football
player Rodney Johnson and baseball pitcher
Jon Stallsmith, were also named to the
Verizon Academic All-America first teams
in their respective sports.
Mastny, a standout right-hander on the
baseball team, was named 2003 Southern
Conference Pitcher of the Year by the
league's coaches and was chosen a third
team All-American by Collegiate Baseball
Magazine. He posted an 1 1 -2 record and
a nation's best 1 .09 earned run average.
The 6-5, 225-pounder from Zionsville, Ind.,
went 9-0 against conference foes and tossed
eight complete games, helping the Paladins
to a school-record 32 wins. He earned his
degree i n business administration.
Just a few days after Commencement,
he was chosen in the 1 1 th round of the major
league draft by the Toronto Blue Jays. The
320th selection overall, he became the high
est draft choice in Furman baseball history.
In 2002, pitcher Danny Rueckel was drafted
in the 1 2th round by the Montreal Expos.
1 1 in a row

The Furman women's program has earned
its 1 1 th straight Germann Cup, awarded to
the top women's athletic program in the
Southern Conference.
The Lady Paladin program compiled
83.5 points in the Germann Cup standings
during 2002-03 to outpace Tennessee-

During one stretch of the 2003 season, Tom
Mastny hurled 26.2 consecutive scoreless
innings; James Cameron is the third Furman
tennis player to be named to the Academic
All-America first team.

Chattanooga by 5.5 points and Georgia
Southern by 9. Furman was bolstered by
regular-season league championships in
soccer and tennis and a second-place finish
in the golf tournament.
The Furman men tied for second
(behind Appalachian State) in the Commis
sioner's Cup race, their highest finish since
winning the Cup in 1 991 . The men's pro
gram was led by a league title in soccer,
a tie for second in football and a third-place
finish in tennis.
Flynn steps down

Softball coach Bonnie Flynn announced
after the 2003 season that she was retiring
from coaching as of June 30. Flynn coached
at Furman for the last eight years and was
a college coach for a total of 1 3 years.
Flynn was twice named Southern
Conference Coach of the Year and led the
Lady Paladins to the finals of the league
tournament on three occasions. She also
traveled overseas several times to work as
an instructor and consultant at international
softball clinics and developmental programs.
An official for boys' and girls' high school

and Division II women's basketball, Flynn
says that she may pursue officiating at the
Division I level. She also expects to con
tinue working at softball clinics, thereby
staying involved in the two sports in which
she competed as an undergraduate at Yale
University. She plans to remain in the
Greenville area.
Jackson, Kovarik tapped

Brandi Jackson '03, the runner-up in the
2002 U.S. Amateur, was named second
team All-America this spring by the National
Golf Coaches Association.
Jackson, who was also named the
Southern Conference Player of the Year,
earned a bid to the NCAA tournament by
winning the East Regional championship.
She carded a final-round 66 to capture the
individual crown by four shots.
Tennis player Mary Kovarik '05 also
was named the league's Women's Player
of the Year after going unbeaten at No. 1
in conference singles play (8-1 in doubles)
and compiling a 1 5-8 singles mark overall.

Fast track

Crosby primed for stellar senior year

As a computer science-mathematics major
at Furman, cross country and track athlete
Kevin Crosby does not spend much time
studying history. I nstead, he rewrites it with
his distance running achievements.
At last fall's NCAA Southeastern
Regional Cross Country Championship,
Crosby narrowly missed becoming the
Paladins' first male qualifier for the national
championship meet. The Matthews, N.C.,
native ran the 1 a-kilometer (6.2-mile) course
in 30:37, averaging under 4:54 per mile.
His time was good enough for 1 7th place
and a spot on the all-region team. It was
also the best result by a Paladin during
Coach Gene Mullin's 20 years at Furman.
Crosby's all-region performance was
only one of many highlights from last fall.
He ran away with individual titles at the
Pre-Southern Conference Championship,
Citadel I nvitational and Winthrop Fall Clas
sic, then finished second at the conference
meet, crossing the finish line only steps
behind Gediminas Banevicius of Tennessee
Chattanooga.
Running 85 to 1 00 miles per week, with
a long run of 1 8 miles on Sunday mornings,
Crosby maintained his form into the spring
track season. After setting a personal best
for 1 0,000 meters at the Raleigh Relays
and winning the 5,000-meter run at the
Furman I nvitational, he turned his attention
to winning a title at the Southern Conference
meet, held Easter weekend in Boone, N.C.
The meet's 1 0,000-meter run began in
a dense fog and freezing rain , but the ele
ments didn't deter Crosby. He immediately
jumped to the lead of the 25-lap race, and
by combining this run-from-the-front strategy
with a blistering sprint to the finish he deci
sively captured his first conference title.
The next day, he finished fourth in the 5,000.
To put a cap on his outstanding season,
Crosby traveled to the Steve Scott I nvita
tional at the University of California-Irvine
in early May. Named for the top American
miler of the 1 980s, the meet is an annual
destination for top track athletes. And for
the first time, a Furman runner brought
a championship back east, as Crosby
cruised through the early laps of the 5,000
meters, then accelerated during a last lap
that obliterated the field.
Mullin believes his star runner's mental
talents are just as important as his physical
gifts. "Kevin is an extremely smart runner,"
says Mullin. "When racing long distances,

you must have full focus. That's just another
area where Kevin excels."
For Crosby, the discipline of training
and racing translates well to academics.
Entering his senior year, he carries a 3.81
grade-point average. This combination of
academic and athletic excellence earned
him a spot on the Verizon All-Academic
District I l l Team.
After graduation, he would like to dedi
cate a year to running before attending
medical school. He plans to become an
anesthesiologist or sports orthopedist.
Crosby has similarly lofty goals as he
prepares for his final year of running at
Furman. He hopes to qualify for the NCAA
Cross Country Championship this fall in
Cedar Falls, Iowa, while on the track he
plans to take dead aim at the school dis
tance records set by David Branch in 1 978.
Don't be surprised if, before he
graduates, Kevin Crosby rewrites a few
more chapters in the Paladin history book.
-

Brian Hol laday '03

The author, who captained the track team
at Furman, is a magna cum laude graduate
in history from Knoxville, Tenn. He is
pursuing a law degree at Duke University

On May 1 6, a trio of Furman softball players
honored a commitment they had made to
one another two years earlier: They got
haircuts.
While a haircut may hardly sound like
news, Karissa King '03, Sarah Scott '04
and Jessica Griffin '03 (left to right in photo)
were not merely going for a new look. With
the help of an organization called Locks
of Love, they were making a difference in
the lives of children with long-term medical
hair loss.
Locks of Love accepts donations of
1 0 inches or more of hair, and uses the
tresses to make hairpieces for children
in need. At her mother's suggestion, King
decided to donate her hair and recruited
Scott and Griffin, both of whom had family
members who had lost their hair during
cancer treatments.
To mark the occasion, all three of the
young women's mothers came to Green
ville and watched their daughters' trans-

Kevin Crosby's father and four brothers
also attended Furman.

formation. "We are just so excited that
they want us to be a part of this," says
Orlah King. "So many kids don't want their
parents around, but they wanted us to
share this with them." The moms took
their children out for dinner to celebrate.
And in the end, says Scott, "We are
just glad we were able to do something
good for someone else. That's the best
part of this whole experience."
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Furman Clubs:
Join the fun !

Greetings, gatherings and good times

This summer, Furman Clubs maintained the tradition

of welcoming incoming freshmen to Furman. Clubs

across the country, from Philadelphia to Savannah,

It you plan it, they will come.

held summer send-offs where alumni and parents

welcomed new students into the Fwman family. Current

When we hesitantly agreed to
be co-presidents of the Furman Club

students also got the glad hand from clubs in New

York and the Capital Area (Washington, D.C.), which

in the Triad (Winston-Salem/

hosted events for the students working in their areas.

Greensboro/High Point) of North

Other summer highlights included a dinner at

Carolina in 2001 , we didn't quite know

Discovery Place in Charlotte, N.C., with Furman 's

what to expect. During the six years
we had lived in Winston-Salem, there

First Couple, David and Susan Shi. Not only did

alumni have a chance to hear campus updates, but they

hadn't been an active club.
So, when we called the Alumni
Office to see if there was anything

has made it to every event we've
planned, and we can't thank them

planned in conjunction with the
Boston Pops performance here, we

enough. And with each event, we

somehow wound up agreeing to

have had the wonderful opportunity
to meet new people. We've realized

"help out" with activities. We later
received a letter thanking us for

just how many Furman folks there

becoming co-presidents of the Triad
Club! Not quite our original plan of

that they love Furman as much as
we do. (Well, almost as much!) The

action, but we accepted the challenge
nevertheless.

club has truly helped us stay con
nected with alma mater.

For our first official event, we
decided to have supper at a restau

The Triad Club is fortunate to
have members who represent the
many facets of Furman: alumni,

rant and then attend the Furman
basketball game at North Carolina

are in the Triad (more than 600) and

current students, "adopted" friends,

Greensboro. "If we can just have 1 0

parents, families and new freshmen.

people come, we'll be happy," was
our motto as we prepared for the

We compare notes on the football

gathering. The outlook was bleak at
first, but soon we began hearing from

food, renew acquaintances, offer

interested alums, students, parents

amazement over the SAT scores of

and friends. On the big day, we had

each new freshman class, and share

a crowd of 25 enjoying food, fellow

pride in our ties to such a special
school.

ship and Furman talk! We were off

team, reminisce about dining hall
advice about professors, express

to a great start.
So we began planning for more.

Even though we weren't looking
for a leadership position with the

A summer send-off for Furman

Triad Club, we are glad we took ad

freshmen from the area, a tour of the

vantage of the opportunity. So, when

Reynolda House led by Professor
Olof Sorensen, a program sponsored

your local Furman Club asks you to
get involved, don't hesitate.

by Career Services . . . our confidence

Just remember that you can help

grew with every successful event.

build a "field of dreams" in your city,

Even though it snowed for our event

too!

in January, iced in February and

- Bill and Vickie Bieksha Johnson

rained in April, we had at least 25
people each time, with some events
attracting more than 40.
Our Furman Club outings have
been successful because of the
people who attend. A core group

The authors are members of the
Class of '93. Under their leadership,
the Triad Club was named Furman
Club of the Year for 200 1-02.

also participated in hands-on exhibits and watched rats

play basketball. President Shi also visited alumni and
parents in Pittsburgh, Boston and the Triad area

(Winston-Salem, N.C.).

The Northeast Florida Club welcomed Harry

Shucker, vice president for student services, for

a barbecue dinner, and the Atlanta Club held its first

Furman coffeehouse and enjoyed performances from
talented alumni and students. Speaking of talented

alumni, the Atlanta and Capital Area clubs gathered

for Boston Pops concerts and receptions with the

orchestra 's conductor, Keith Lockhart ' 8 1 . Groups

in Nashville, Chicago and the Midlands and Upstate

of South Carolina enjoyed activities ranging from

baseball games to happy hours and summer picnics.

Furman Clubs are also set to kick into high gear

this fall. Watch for information on football tailgate

parties in Charleston, S.C. (October 1 8 vs. Citadel),

Statesboro, Ga. (November 8 vs. Georgia Southern)
and Chattanooga, Tenn. (November 22 vs. UT

Chattanooga). Furman professors will be on the road
this fall as well, visiting Furman Clubs in various

cities.

For more Furman Club news, call Melanie Krone

'94, associate director of the Alumni Association, at

1 -800-PURPLE3, or visit www.furman.edu/alumni/

index.htm.

Welcome Jane Dungan!

The Alumni Office has a new face behind the planning
of Homecoming, as Jane Dungan became associate

director for on-campus programs July 1 . She replaces

Jason Curtin - but you 're still likely to hear from him
on a regular basis. He has become associate director
of annual giving.

Jane, a graduate of Averett College in Danville,

Va. , holds a master's degree from the University of
Memphis. She has been at Furman for five years,

serving as associate director of major gifts and also

as associate director of admissions. Jason, a graduate
of Salisbury University in Maryland, holds a master's

degree from the University of South Carolina. He

worked at Furman as a graduate assistant in student

services before moving into the Alumni Office in 200 1 .
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MARRIAGE: B . l . Epting and
Dorothy Walling Laird, April 5,
West Columbia, S.C. B.I., now
retired, was a Baptist minister
for 40 years. Dorothy is retired
from Allied Chemical.

54

The annual Furman Football
Players Association Golf
Tournament has been renamed
the Vince Perone Classic in
honor of the retired Greenville
restaurateur and former Paladin
football player who is a longtime
supporter of Furman athletics.

56

Next reunion in 2006

Rodolph '57 and May Frances
Ba i l ey Dixon, who retired in
1 998 after 3 1 years as missionaries to Peru, are Southern Baptist International Mission Board
speaker coordinators for the state
of South Carolina.

59

Next reunion in 2004

Dan Joyner, president of the
Prudential/C. Dan Joyner
Company in Greenville, has
been named National Prudential
Broker of the Year and has also
been inducted into the Prudential
Hall of Fame. • Anne McMillan
Purce l l retired this spring as
director of donor research at
Furman. She joined the university's development office
in 1 987 and also served as
director of annual giving.

60

Next reunion in 2005

Kenneth Varner has retired
from the Southern Baptist
International Mission Board
and now lives in Seneca, S.C.

61

Next reunion in 2006

Larry Ayers of Greenville has
opened Ayers Financial
Advisors, LLC, a financial plan-

ning finn . • Lester Hudson, Jr.,
who previously taught business
strategy in the Department of
Management at Clemson University, has joined the faculty
of the McColl Graduate School
of Business at Queens College
in Charlotte, N.C. He has been
appointed to the school's
Wayland Cato Chair of Leadership, effective September 1 .
• Gary Smoak has retired from
Newberry County, S.C., after
a 30-year career in county
government.

64

Next reunion in 2004
After many years i n newspaper
work, Robert Scott made
a career change to law enforcement and graduated from the
FBI National Academy. He
lives in Franklin, N.C., and
is executive officer of the
Western Carolina University
Police Department.

66

Next reunion in 2006

Lucy Carpenter Snead of
Chapin, S.C., has been promoted
to professor of mathematics at
Columbia College.

67

Next reunion in 2007
With nearly 30 years of experience in marketing communications, John Durst has become
vice president of C. C. Riggs,
a Columbia, S.C.-based advertising and marketing agency.
He previously served as director
of the South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation and
Tourism.

69

Next reunion in 2004

Angela B uzzett Shiflet, chair of
the computer science department
and professor of mathematics
and computer science at Wofford
College in Spartanburg, S.C.,
has been inducted into the

school 's chapter of Phi Beta
Kappa. She has authored five
college texts in computer science
and has received numerous
awards and recognitions.
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Next reunion in 2007

Anne Stod d a rt Gehrmann of
Somers, N.Y., is manager of
software quality assurance with
SBC Communications. • Renee
Connelly Jaeschke lives in
Bonn, Germany, where she is
a teacher and works as a translator. • Having retired from the
business world, Ron Livesay
of Kingsport, Tenn., now finds
time to participate in state and
national senior basketball
competitions.

73

This year is reunion!

Joyce Wilson Howard of
Marietta, Ga., works as a Web
designer. • After working as
a reporter for 1 5 years, John
Weatherford started his own
business in Georgia and operates
several different companies
under the umbrella of Weatherford Communications. He
produces radio and television
promotions, documentaries,
educational programs and
commercials.
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Next reunion in 2004

Eric Berg, who was one of the
forensic pathologists assigned
to the Dover (Del.) Air Force
Base Port Mortuary to examine
and identify body parts after the
Columbia space shuttle disaster,
remained at Dover to assist with
the American casualties from
the conflicts i n Iraq, Kuwait and
Afghanistan. His home base is
the U.S. Army Medical Corps
at Fort Campbell, Ky. • Janet
Hawkins of New York City is
chief marketing officer for T.D.
Waterhouse. • Jane H u rsey,
superintendent of Second Baptist
School in Houston, Texas, has

received the Educator of the Year
Award from the Texas Association of Baptist Schools. • Janet
Walker McDaniel of Cedartown,
Ga., was named Georgia Author
of the Year for 2002 in the
short story category for her
first book, By Train at Night.
She is the lifestyles editor of
The Cedartown Standard and
is working on several new fiction
and non-fiction projects.
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Next reunion in 2005

Dan Cathy of Fayetteville,
Ga., president and CEO of
Chick-fil-A, was the featured
speaker at Anderson (S.C.)
College 's graduation ceremonies
in May. • Brenda Pruitt, previously associate director of
education for the Atlanta Opera,
is now assistant director of education for the Atlanta Symphony
Orchestra. She also performs
with the orchestra's chorus and
Chamber Chorus and with the
Atlanta Singers. She is a staff
singer at the Cathedral of Saint
Philip.
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Next reunion in 2006

M i ke Garrett of Alexandria, Va.,
works as a civilian program
specialist with the U.S. Army
Evaluation Center. • Hologic,
Inc., a leading developer, manufacturer and supplier of medical
imaging systems dedicated to
serving the healthcare needs
of women, has named David
LaVance of Raleigh, N.C., to
its board of directors. In addition
to having a law degree, he has
a background in the life sciences
industry and is the founder of
Century Capital Associates, an
investment banking fum specializing in the biosciences. • Lynn
Du ckett M i l lwood of Dallas,
Texas, earned a Ph.D. in mathematical sciences in geology from
the University of Texas at
Arlington.
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78

This year is reunion!

Cynthia Huggins has been named
acting vice president for aca
demic affairs at the University
of Maine-Machias. An associ
ate professor of English, she is
one of only two Americans
appointed to the editorial board
of Bronte Studies, a journal
published by the Bronte Society
in Haworth, England. • Cecily
Nelms Jarvis is a vice president
with Merrill Lynch ' s private
client division in Stuart, Fla.
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Next reunion in 2004

laurie Cooley Bentley lives
in Tampa, Fla., and is a computer
teacher at The Cambridge
School. • Leigh Cou lter, a fman
cial planner for AXA Financial
Corporation in Fort Lauderdale,
Fla., and a U.S. Army Reservist,
has been on active duty as com
manding officer of the 724th
Military Police Battalion sta
tioned in Arifjan, Kuwait. •
ADOPTION: Kevin and Edie
Moore McGee, a daughter,
Madeline An An McGee, born
in Qinzhou, Guangxi, China,
on February 22, 2002; adopted
April ! , 2003 . Edie is an attor
ney with the U.S. Merit Systems
Protection Board. They live in
Millersville, Md.
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Next reunion in 2005

Barbara Griffin of Holland,
Mich., has received Certified
Investment Management Ana
lyst designation through the
Investment Management
Consultants Association after
completing coursework at the
Wharton School of the Uni
versity of Pennsylvania. •
M i chael Mclain, president
and CEO of Aearo Co. of
Indianapolis, Ind., has been
elected vice chair of the board
of trustees of the International
Safety Equipment Association,
the leading trade association for
manufacturers of such equip
ment. • George Sing leton, who
teaches creative writing at the
South Carolina Governor's

Four elected to Alumni Association Board of Directors
The Alumni Association Board of Directors,
which represents the opinions, needs
and i nterests of alumni to the Furman
administration, will welcome four new
members to its ranks for 2003-04.
Elected earlier this summer to five
year terms in voting by the Alumni Associ
ation were William A. Lampley '41 of
Hendersonville, N.C., H. Furman Cantrell
'61 of Piedmont, S.C., Clare Folio Morris
'83 of Columbia, S.C., and J. Chris Brown
'89 of Greenville.
Because the balloting was so close this
year, and because there are still openings
for individuals to complete unexpired terms,
the executive committee of the board is
likely, in the near future, to invite one or
more of the other candidates in this year's
election to fill the open positions.
Among the newly elected members,
Bill Lampley is a retired surgeon who holds
a medical degree from the U niversity of
Maryland and did additional graduate work
at the U niversity of Pennsylvania. Active
in medical associations and the Kiwanis
Club, he is a three-time reunion chair for
the Class of '41 .
The aptly named Furman Cantrell
is director of m icrobiology (research and
development) for DAI ICHI Pharmaceuticals
and is a leading lecturer about healthcare
issues. He has served Furman as a head
agent and as chair of the Presidents
Club, and he is a former Class Agent
of the Year.
Clare Morris is communications director
and university liaison for the South Carolina
Department of Commerce. She was press
secretary and media aide to South Carolina
governor Mark Sanford '83 during his three
terms in Congress in the late 1 990s. She
chairs the 20th reunion committee for the
Class of '83 and is a longtime class agent.
Chris Brown, an attorney with Babb &
Brown, P.C., was named one of Greenville's
"Best and Brightest" for 2002 by Greenville
Magazine. Active in the You ng Alumni
Council and Paladin Club, he has been

Lampley

Cantrell

Morris

Brown

a class agent and serves as fraternity
advisor for Sigma Chi. In 2001 he was
named Student Organization Advisor of
the Year.
While the board is delighted to welcome
these new members, it must say goodbye
to five alumni who have completed their
terms and served the university well. We
extend special thanks to Bret Clark '88 of
Newberry, S.C., Julia Meeks Glenn '63 of
Vienna, Va. , Rebecca Pullin Kay '86 of
Mount Pleasant, S.C., Robert E. Poerschke
'41 of Wake Forest, N.C., and Ronald L.
Walker '84 of Lexington, Ky., for volunteering
their time and talents for the betterment of
alma mater.
We extend our thanks as well to
everyone who took the time to cast their
ballot. Through direct election , you help
to choose an active and energetic board
that consistently does a great job of pro
moting the Furman message.
- Pam Underwood Thomason '76
President, Alumni Association

School for the Arts and Humani
ties in Greenville and recently
published two critically
acclaimed books of short stories,
was elected an alumni member
of Furman 's Gamma chapter
of Phi Beta Kappa this spring.

history at the University of
Kansas. • BIRTH: Jeff and
Kelly Wells Hartlieb, a son,
August Tagen, January 1 2,
Orlando, Fla.
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Next reunion in 2004

Next reunion in 2006

Ken Vilcheck, formerly with the
Smith Barney consulting group
in Greenville, has joined with
a colleague to form Hamilton
Joseph Investment Consulting
of Wachovia Securities. The
company provides financial
advice and professional services
to institutional investors, foun
dations, endowments and indi
viduals with retirement plan
needs.
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Next reunion in 2007

Cara Jo Drymon has accepted
a position with Columbia
Theological Seminary in
Decatur, Ga., and is working
in advancement services and
operations. • M ichael Phillips
joined the Bower-Rodgers
Children 's Home in Greenwood,
S.C., in April as its new execu
tive director. He has previously
worked in county government
and been a sheriff's deputy and
an emergency preparedness
director. • BIRTH: Steve and
Cindy Riley, a daughter, Sophia
Elizabeth, July 22, 2002, Atlanta.
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This year is reunion!

Lt. Col. Chris Ba l lard was
scheduled to assume command
of the 3 1 2th Military Intelligence
Battalion, 1 st Cavalry Division,
at Fort Hood, Texas, in June.
• Lisa Sitton B u rleson of
Lawrenceville, Ga., has become
coordinator of curriculum
development and instructional
support for Gwinnett County

Public Schools. • Mike Stewart
planned to retire this summer
after 20 years in the U.S. Army.
His most recent assignment has
been teaching at the Command
and General Staff College at Fort
Leavenworth, Kan. He is also
studying for his doctorate in

84

Alston DeVenny has been elected
vice chair of the Lancaster (S.C.)
County Council. • Deedy
Welborn Francis is an instructor
of music at Anderson (S.C.)
College. She also conducts the
Greater Anderson Musical Arts
Consortium Girl Choir and is
director of music at Central
Presbyterian Church. • Steve
Harmon of Lilburn, Ga., is an
associate professor and director
of educational technology at
Georgia State University. He
has also been doing project work
in sub-Saharan Africa, mainly
in Botswana. • Kelly Connor
Piepho is a substitute teacher
in the Greenville County School
System. She is founder of the
Saroya String Quartet and plays
cello in the Hendersonville
(N.C.) Symphony and in Green
ville's Foothills Philharmonic.
• MARRIAGE: Melody Parker
and Roger McGregor, Novem
ber 22. Melody works in the
Cincinnati, Ohio, public schools,
and Roger is a church musician.
• BffiTHS: George (M.A. '95)
and Cathleen Finnigan M a rtin,
a son, Daniel Parham, July 27,
2002, Pickens, S.C.
• Phi l i p and Tammy M oore,
a daughter, Ansley Gena, June
1 9, 2002, Rome, Ga.
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B l a i r Bass of Charlotte, N.C.,
is vice president of SBI and
Company. • Randy Blank
began pastoral duties in March
at Bethel B aptist Church in
Greenville. He previously
served churches in Easley, S.C.,
and Anderson, S.C. • Daniel
Mueller o f Seattle, Wash., has
retired from the practice of law
and is now a documentary
filmmaker with Planet at Work
Productions. • Ke lly O ' leary
is general manager of B ayridge
Residence and Cultural Center,

a not-for-profit university
residence for women in Boston,
Mass. • Eric S e m m e l m e i e r
o f Hicksville, N.Y., is district
sales manager for Schering
Plough. • Greg Wood, principal
of Wellford Elementary School
in Spartanburg School District
5, has been named South
Carolina's National Distin
guished Principal for elementary
schools and represented the state
in the National Distinguished
Principal Program . • BIRTH:
Jeff and Janet ledbetter Fosse II,
a daughter, Claire Elizabeth,
April 1 1 , West Des Moines,
Iowa.
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Jerry Cha p m a n of Mount Airy,
N.C., has released a solo CD
titled "Rumors of My Death."
He performs throughout the
country as a solo act and as
part of the musical group Life
in General. To learn more,
visit his Web site at www.
jerry-chapman.com. • Grace
Saunders Mehrizi is head tennis
professional at the Boca Pointe
Country Club in Boca Raton,
Fla. • John Mensch is director

of consumer insights with Dr
Pepper/Seven-Up, Inc., in Plano,
Texas. • BIRTH: Stephen and
Irene Jones Barton, a son,
Alexander, September 24,
Marietta, Ga.
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N o rah S m ith Kro l lives in
Newberry, Fla., and works as
a part-time optometrist with
Gainesville Family Eyecare.
• Paul and Sarah Burden '90
lang live in Greenville, N.C.,
where he is pastor of Peace
Presbyterian Church and she
teaches violin and performs with
local groups. • BffiTH: Jeffrey
and Kel ley Batson Addison,
a son, Brycen, February 1 9,
Ellicott City, Md.
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Next reunion in 2004
In May, mezzo-soprano
E l izabeth Bishop starred as
Offred in the Minnesota Opera's
North American debut of Poul
Ruder's The Handmaid 's Tale,
based on the Margaret Atwood
novel of the same name. She
also recently performed at the

Class notes policy
Because of the large number of subm issions and clippings
Furman receives for the magazine's class notes section and
the amount of time it takes to review, compile and edit
so much information, news items frequently are not published
until five or six months after they are submitted.

Furman magazine does not publish dated items

(anything more than 18 months old at time of publication)
or engagem ent announcements. B i rth and marriage

announcements for alumni couples who graduated in different
years are included under the earliest graduation date (except
if requested otherwise); they are not listed under both
classes. We ask that you include your spouse's or child's
name and the date and city where the birth or marriage
occurred.
Send news to Marketing and Public Relations, Furman
University, 3300 Poinsett Highway, Greenville, S.C. 29613,
or e-mail to alumni@furman.edu. Selected items submitted
to the on-line registry at furman.edu/a lum ni/index.hlm are
also included in class notes.
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Metropolitan Opera in New York
in Nabucco and Dialogues des
Carmelites. • M a rk Eckels, an
attorney i n Jacksonville, Fla.,
has been certified by the Florida
bar in the field of workers'
compensation. Having completed Ironman competitions
in Florida and Brazil, he planned
to take part in the Ironman
Germany competition this
summer. • George Nelson
Ridings of Richmond, Ky., is
president of Ridings Insurance
and Financial Services, LTD.
• MARRIAGE: Alicia Roper
and Jeff Korich, November 2.
They live in Norcross, Ga.,
where Jeff is a business consultant for CD Group. Alicia is
a business analyst for Ceridian
Corporation. • BffiTHS: Jason
and Liz Wooten Antaya, a son,
Adam Nathaniel, October 25,
Park City, Utah. • larry and
Mona Higg ins, a daughter, Adair,
February 1 3 , 2002. Larry is the
legal counsel for Kanawha
Insurance, Kanawha Health Care
Solutions and Kanawha Marketing Group in Lancaster, S.C.
Matt ' 9 1 and Gwinn Earle
Kneeland, a son, Herbert Earle,
March 29, Nashville, Tenn. •
Eric and Stacie Reed, a son,
Luke Pemberton, December 1 7,
Houston, Texas. • Vic and Gina
Shropshire Spangler, a daughter,
Sophia Harper, October 24,
Winston-Salem, N.C.
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Chad Fetzer is an associate
pastor for youth and education
at Northwest B aptist Church
in Ardmore, Okla. •
MARRIAGE: Wendy Bass
and Jeff Holub, April 5. They
live in Danville, Calif. She has
received a master's degree in
health administration, and he
is creative services director for
KICU-TV. . BIRTHS: Chris
and Tra cey Meredith Edwards,
twins, Dominic and Meredith,
May 4. Tracey has been a fourth
grade teacher in West Windsor,
N.J. • Adam and Linda Ratcliffe

F u l l e r, a son, Austin James,
March 29, 2002, Atlanta. •
Patrick and Jennifer Prater,
38

a daughter, Sara Lynn, September 25, Boca Raton, Fla. • Vinod
and Jane Catherine Thoura n i ,
a son, Keegan Vinod, February
26, Norcross, Ga. Vinod is
a fellow in cardiothoracic surgery at the Emory University
School of Medicine. • Mark and
Sallee Weston, a daughter,
Madelyn Ruth, June 1 0, 2002,
Columbia, S.C.
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Rhett Baughan has been named
manager of global distributors
with INVESCO Continental
Europe and has moved from
Belgium to Paris. • Ja mes
Downs of Charlotte, N.C., is
recipient of the 2002 Charlotte
Region Commercial B oard of
Realtors Top Commercial
Broker Award in retail development. Currently regional
director of leasing for Ron us
Properties, LLC, which owns,
operates and develops shopping
centers through the southeastern
United States, he was recently
appointed by the International
Council of Shopping Centers
to serve a third term as the trade
organization's North Carolina
operations chair. • BIRTHS:
Paul '93 and Carol Ann Zuppa
Good, a daughter, Ann-Grayson
Ellison, January 30, Greenville.
• Timothy and Dawn Vorel,
a son, John James Ill, March 23,
Rincon, Ga. Timothy is a fmancial associate with Thriven!
Financial for Lutherans. •

J.W. and Ta m i Merr i l l Waters,
a daughter, Brayden Grace, April
1 8 , West Columbia, S.C.
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Kevin and Lisha Bridges Burnett
live in Boise, Idaho, where she
is public and media relations
director for Blue Cross of Idaho
and he is the executive director
of the Downtown Boise Association. • Asa and Dana love
Peek have moved to Cedartown,
Ga. He has joined the NW
Medical Clinic in Rome, Ga.
• Garland Pierce has been
named associate director for

the Education and Leadership
Ministries Commission
(ELMC) of the National Council
of Churches. An ordained
Itinerant Elder in the African
Methodist Episcopal Church, he
will help administer the 1 5
programs under the direction of
the ELMC. He is also pursuing
a doctorate at Claremont (Calif.)
Graduate University School of
Religion . • MARRIAGE:
R i ck Owens and Angela
Stephens, December, Charlotte,
N.C. Rick, a middle school
band director in Charlotte
Mecklenburg Schools, also
plays in the University of North
Carolina-Charlotte community
band. Angela is an interior
design instructor at Central
Piedmont Community College.
• BIRTHS: Jeff and leigh
Jones '95 Boteler, a daughter,
Sarah Ashley, September 23,
Greer, S.C. • Kevin and Sheri
Olson Brotherton, a daughter,
Haley Alexandra, April 22,
2002, St. Louis, Mo. • Brian

and Jamie Case, a daughter,
Ruth Ann, April 6, Chattanooga,
Tenn. • Thomas '94 and Joi
E l izabeth N i es Peake, a
daughter, Amanda Rae, April
1 3 , Burlington, N.C. • Andrew
and E m i ly Mitch e l l Peters, a
daughter, Stella Reeves, March
9, Decatur, Ga.
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John Johnson lives in Honolulu,
Hawaii, and works as an Internet
analyst with Amagata U.S.A.,
Inc. • Ivan and Sharon
Satterfi eld '94 Pegram have
moved to Los Alamos, N.M.,
where he is an electrical
engineer with Bechtel Nevada's
Los Alamos operations division.
• Scott Christopher Purinton
has earned his medical degree
from the University of Miami
School of Medicine and is in
residency training in obstetrics
and gynecology at Johns
Hopkins Hospital. • Ke l ly
Summerlin is a lead developer
with Tetradata, Inc., in Greenville. • Ron Wa gner is sports
editor at the Hendersonville

(N.C.) Times-News. In recent
months he has received a Chair
man's Award from the New York
Times for outstanding work at
one of the company 's news
papers, a second-place award
from the Carolinas Golf
Reporters Association and
a third-place award from the
North Carolina Press Associa
tion for sports columns. •
MARRIAGES: laura Cutchin
and Michael Herring, November
9. They live in Flowery Branch,
Ga. • Anna Maria Maxwe l l and
James David Cowart, April 26.
She is an attorney with Womble
Carlyle Sandridge & Rice,
PLLC, in Greenville, and he
is a physician at Greer Obstetrics
& Gynecology. • BIRTHS:

Pamela Underwood Thomason '76,
president; James H. Simkins, Jr. '78,
president elect; Steven B. Smith '83,
vice president; George E. Linney '65,
past president; Rebecca Hood Becherer
'89; Randolph Williams Blackwell 63 ;
'

J. Chris Brown '89; Rosalie Manly Burnett
'49; H. Furman Cantrell '61 ; John R.
Cassady '62; Diane Maroney Estridge '66;
Brian H. Fenn '91 ; Joe E. Gentry '53;
Hal E. Henderson '92; Catherine Hunter
Hightower '55; Elizabeth Jean Howard '81 ;
George L. Johnson '68; William A. Lampley

'41 ; Charles W. Linder '59; Donald H .
Lindsey '54; Clare Folio Morris '83;
J . David Nelson '61 ; Paul B. Nix, Jr. '77;
James G. Revels, Jr. '62; Jenna C.
Robinson '74; Ginger Malone Sauls '75;
David M. Schilli '85; Catherine Rakestraw
Smith '92; Mickey Arthur Walker '55; Davin
K. Welter '89; Harriet Arnold Wilburn '74.
Ex-Officio and Other Members: David
E. Shi '73, president; Donald J. Lineback,
vice president for development; Tom Triplitt
'76, director of Alumni Association; Jane
Dungan, associate director of Alumni
Association; Melanie Krone '94, associate
director of Alumni Association; Matthew
Miller '99, president, Young Alumni Council;
Sheana Cavitt '04, president, Student
Alumni Council; Patrick Kerley '04,
president, Association of Furman Students;
Taylor Pierce '04, president, Senior Class.

Johnnie and Tanya H a l l ,
a daughter, Claire, January 2 5 ,
Atlanta. Johnnie has taken
a new position as the student
pastor at Stonecreek Church
in Alpharetta, Ga. • Martin and
Amanda Rooney, a daughter,
Sofia Elena, October 1 9, Fair
Lawn, N.J.
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Thomas Cason has been named
head cross country and track and
field coach at Brevard (N.C.)
College. • Stephanie Dawn
Johnson recently completed her
third national tour with the San
Francisco Opera, performing
Mimi in Puccini 's La Boheme.
This spring she was a semi
finalist in the Metropolitan
Opera National Council
Auditions. • Tim and Daphne
Pierce live in Mount Pleasant,
S.C. He is an orthodontist. •
Vince Roche is a developer with
Lendingtree.com in Charlotte,
N.C. • M a rk Souther has
accepted a position as assistant
professor of history at Cleveland
(Ohio) State University. He
recently completed a one-year
appointment as an adjunct
instructor at Tulane University
in New Orleans, La. •
MARRIAGES: Christopher
Steinhaus and Courtney Jeanette
B arrier, November 1 1 , New
Orleans, La. • Susie Teate and
Matthew Geyer, March 27. She
is accounts payable manager
in the Georgia division of Mayer
Electric Supply Co., Inc.,
and has also started a small
photography business. They live
in Lawrenceville, Ga. • W i l l
Waring and Molly Ann Grant,
September 2 1 . Will plans to
enter law school this fall and
Molly is pursuing a master's
degree in accountancy. •
BIRTHS: West '95 and
Suza nne Good let Breed love,
a daughter, Martha Abigail,
September 1 7 . West is director
of worship and music at Cedar
Springs Presbyterian Church in
Knoxville, Tenn. • Jeff and
Stacy W i l l i a m s '95 Fuson,
a daughter, Alexis Lee, Decem
ber 23, Kennesaw, Ga. • Brian
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and Lori Green, a daughter,
Lauren Elizabeth, May 1 4,
Columbia, Mo. • Scott and
Sharyn Moore, a daughter,
Autumn Hartwell Emory Moore,
February 20, Clemson, S.C.
Scott is in the U.S. Army. •

David and Kami Preston, a son,
Reid Sutton, January 3 1 , John
son City, Tenn. • Bradley and

Lila Anna Sau ls, a son, Colin
Charles, April 23, Columbia,
S.C. • Preston and Beth
Clinkscales Scott, a son, William
Kiser, November 1 4, Simpson
ville, S.C.
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Greg Campbell, formerly coor-

dinator of mass and electronic
communications and events for
the Furman Fund, has become
associate director of AID Upstate
in Greenville, a service organi
zation addressing the needs of
those living with HIV in
Anderson, Greenville, Oconee
and Pickens counties of South
Carolina. • Steve H u nt of
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Clarification

Baptist Historical Collection still at Furman

The article in the winter issue of Furman

• Manuscripts of state Baptist leaders

announcing that the university will no longer

such as Richard Furman, James C. Furman,

receive funding from the South Carolina

William B. Johnson and Basil Manly, Jr.
• All books, including official publi

Baptist Convention to support the university's
Baptist Historical Collection has apparently

cations such as convention annuals and Baptist

caused some misunderstandings.
To clarify: While the collection will no

association minutes.
• All church records on microfilm.

longer have convention support, most of the

• All biographical files.

historic documents pertaining to B aptist life
in the state will remain in the James B. Duke

• All files on churches.
• All photographs.
In short, Furman remains the place

Library archives. Because Furman no longer
serves as the archives for the convention, the

to visit for anyone interested in the history

papers of individuals employed by the

of Baptists in South Carolina. Researchers

convention or by the General Board are being

should visit the Baptist Building in Columbia

returned to the Baptist Building in Columbia.

if they're interested in examining the papers

According to J. Glen Clayton, special col

of the former executive secretary-treasurers

lections librarian and archivist, these papers

of the South Carolina Baptist Convention.
For more information, call Furman

represent only a small part of the collection.
All other materials in the collection will

or e-mail glen.clayton@furman.edu.

remain at Furman, including:

Englewood, Colo., finished
a master's degree in operations
research just before taking
command of the 5th Battalion,
1 9th Special Forces National
Guard Group (Airborne) and
being deployed to Afghanistan
in September 2002 in support
of Operation Enduring Freedom.
His wife, Heather Va nde Brake
'96 Hunt, is an executive assist
ant at Cherry Creek Mortgage
in Englewood. She recently ran
a 2:52 marathon at the Women's
National Championships in St.
Louis, Mo. • Eric light has
joined Adler Law Firm in
Tampa, Fla., where he practices
in the area of trusts and estates,
taxation, corporate law and
probate. • Jeff Montg omery
of Athens, Ga., is a public
information media analyst for
the Athens-Clarke County
Unified Government. He also
runs AthensMusic.net, a Web
site devoted to the Athens music
scene, and runs promotions for
AthFest, an annual summer
music and arts festival. •
MARRIAGE: Stacy Guy and
Robyn Bennett, April 26. They
live in Cumming, Ga., and are
both employed as staff engineers
40

Special Collections at (864) 294- 2 1 94,

with Thoughtmill-American
Systems Corporation, a software
company. • BIRTHS: Robert
Craig, Jr., and Laurie Haynes
Burl ington, a son, Robert Craig
III, September 1 9, 2002. They
live in East Point, Ga., and
Laurie is a singer/ designer.
• Michael and Amy Martin '96
Garcia, a son, Joseph Michael,
March 26. Michael is a senior
communication consultant with
Buck Consultants in Atlanta. •
Jim and Arne Reid Lustig, a
daughter, Claire Elizabeth, June
2 1 , 2002, Anderson, S.C. Arne
is a systems analyst with Met
Life and Jim is an engineer for
Bosch. • Brent Roberts and
Lyd i a Pettigrew, a daughter,
Twyla Prue Roberts, March 16,
Greenville.
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Steven Burzinski is a student
at South Texas College of Law
in Houston. • Tod d Hag ins has
been clerking for the Honorable
E. C. Burnett ill, associate justice
of the South Carolina Supreme
Court, in Columbia. • Travis
Kleckley graduated from the

Medical University of South
Carolina with master's degrees
in health administration and
in health sciences with an
emphasis in health information
administration. He is currently
in a one-year residency program
at the Veterans Administration
Hospital in Charleston, S.C.
• David S i nc l a i r has stepped
down as head boys and girls
soccer coach at Lakeview
Academy to pursue a career
in real estate. He has joined
his father in Sinclair and
Associates based in Marietta,
Ga . • MARRIAGE: E m i ly
Louise Ka ufman and Stephen
Francis Thomas, March 22.
She is a first grade teacher at
Monaview Elementary School
in Greenville and he works
in computer sales at Synnex.
• BIRTHS: Mark and Anne
Kelly '97 Adams, a daughter,
Elizabeth Katherine, April 23,
Greenville. • David and
M e l i nda Smith '97 Davidson,
a son, Tyler Speer, April 24,
Greenville. Melinda works for
the City of Greenville and David
is working full time and also
studying for his M.B.A. degree.
• David and Janelle Gelaude,

a daughter, Anna Grace, Decem
ber 1 4. David is finance man
ager for the Fluor Corporation
in Houston, Texas. • Fra n k
and Amy L e m o n d , a daughter,
Madison Riley, March 25,
Alpharetta, Ga. Frank is in law
school at Georgia State Univer
sity. • Bryan and Jenny Bernard
Starks, a son, James Thomas
Bennett Starks, August 5, 2002,
Columbia, S.C. • Patrick and
Andrea Campbell Vernon,
a daughter, Amelia Maryn,
May 1 3 , Orlando, Fla.
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Ashley Barr Causey is a teacher
at Berea Middle School in
Greenville. She became
a National Board Certified
Teacher last year and was named
Teacher of the Year for 200203 . • D u Bose and Nancy
Egleston live in Charleston, S.C.,
where he is director of tech
nology at Porter-Gaud School
and she teaches second grade
at Sea Island Academy. • In
April John Scott Gray defended
his dissertation, "The Principle
of Justice as Fairness and the
Permissibility of Same-Sex
Marriage," at Southern Illinois
University. He teaches philoso
phy courses at Southeastern
Illinois College in Carbondale.
• Marianna Ertter Holloman
and her husband, Jeremy, have
returned to the States from
Honduras. At the end of their
furlough they will return to the
mission field. • Attorney
W i l l i a m Moorhead has joined
the Greenville office of the South
Carolina Department of Health
and Environmental Control. His
position is emergency prepared
ness manager, and he is involved
in epidemiology, bioterrorism
response and other emergency
preparedness activities. •
Having recently graduated from
medical school, Bart Petri n i
chose radiology a s his specialty
and will carry out his intern year
of residency at John Peter Smith
Hospital System in Fort Worth,
Texas. He will complete his
radiology training at the Uni
versity of Texas Medical Branch.

• Kevin (M.A.) and Sarah
Couch Piland live in Rabun
County, Ga., where he co-owns
a rehabilitation clinic. Sarah
recently graduated from nursing
school and will work in the
pediatric intensive care unit of
Children 's Healthcare of Atlanta.
• Gina Terry of Canyon, Texas,
is pursuing her graduate degree
in mathematics and working as
a teaching assistant at West
Texas A&M University. • Brian
Viscusi of Holland, Pa., a senior
actuarial analyst at American
Reinsurance Group, has been
named a Fellow of the Casualty
Actuarial Society (CAS). He
was awarded the designation by
successfully completing a series
of examinations administered
by CAS. He also completed the
required CAS Course on
Professionalism. His wife,
Jennifer Pittman '98 Viscusi,
is an optometrist at Drs. Eyecare
Center. • While continuing in
her job as executive director for
the Eagle Forum, Lori Cole
Waters of Ashburn, Va., has
decided to run for the local board
of supervisors in November. •
MARRIAGES: Mel issa Kerry
Filer and Ross Hebb Hughes,
March I . They live in Simpsonville, S.C., where Ross is a
supervisor at Cryovac. Melissa
is employed at Christ Church
Episcopal School. • Lori Ann
Mu llen (M.A.) and James
Anthony Larsen, March 1 . They
live in Greenville, where she
is director of instructional technology with the county school
district and he is equipment
planning engineer at New South
Communications. • James
Pattillo and Amy Coe, March 1 .
He is an attorney in Birmingham, Ala., and she is on the staff
of Briarwood Presbyterian
Church as coordinator of the
single women's ministry. •
Joshua Trevi n o and Michelle
Liles, April 6, 2002. They live
in Arlington, Va. Josh has
moved from speechwriting for
Secretary of Health and Human
Services Tommy Thompson
to working as his international
communications coordinator.
• BIRTHS: Kevin and Andrea

van Reenen Powe l l , a daughter,
Avery Brooke, March 20,
Birmingham, Ala. • Matt and
R o lyn Quattl ebaum R o l lins,
a son, John Mattheson, April 4,
Greenville, S.C. • Christopher
and Nina Kessinger Root, a
daughter, Emilyn Mae, January
1 1 , Lake Worth, Fla.
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Peyton Burke has been promoted
to senior account manager by
the Leslie Agency, an integrated
marketing communications firm
in Greenville. • Audrey Dodson
is corporate sales manager with
the Westin Poinsett Hotel in
Greenville. • Paige Henson
of Tallahassee, Fla., is employed
by Computer Tutors as a Microsoft instructor. • Benj a m i n
Hutchens II is director of music
at St. Andrew's Episcopal
Church in Greensboro, N.C., and
is working on his D.M.A. degree
in choral conducting at the
University of North CarolinaGreensboro. • Amanda MacKee
of Tallahassee, Fla., is a development representative for the
state's Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.
She is coordinating a national
marketing campaign to promote
aquarium ownership. • laura
Scholz has become the public
relations coordinator for the
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra. •
Tracy Steen recently completed
her Ph.D. in clinical psychology
from the University of Michigan
and is doing postdoctoral work
at the University of Pennsylvania. • Melissa Ware Stutts lives
in Herndon, Va., and is in a postgraduate training program with
Eli Lilly and Company. She is
working in U.S. Regulatory
Affairs as liaison to the Food
and Drug Administration. •
J i m loth of Knightstown, Ind.,
has begun work as a medicinal
organic chemist in the neuroscience group with Eli Lilly and
Company. • Ryan and Wendy
Bennis '99 Westberry were staff
members for this summer 's band
and orchestra camp at Furman.
Ryan received his graduate
degree from the University

of South Carolina in May and
plans to teach at Busbee Middle
School in West Columbia, S.C.
• Jenn ifer Einhorn Zachry of
Broomfield, Colo., is associate
director of Seeking Common
Ground, a non-profit organization that works to build peaceful communities throughout the
world. She is scheduled to
complete her master 's degree
this summer. • MARRIAGES:
Stewart Caudill Austin and Amy
Elizabeth Thompson, March 22.
They live in Travelers Rest, S.C.
• Ke l l i e Renee Edwards and
Matthew Staats lorish '00, April
26. Both are employed by
Campus Outreach, a collegiate
ministry of Greenville's Mitchell
Road Presbyterian Church. •
Stephen Zachary Hearne, Jr. ,
and Rachel Melinda Bradshaw,
May 1 0 , Chapin, S.C. Stephen
is employed by First Citizens
Bank and Rachel is a benefit
counselor with Palmetto Health.
• And rew Howard and lee
Meredith Stone, February I .
They live in Atlanta, where he
is an associate in the law firm
of Alston & Bird. She is associate director of bands at Salem
High School. • Daniel Martz
and Ta ra Charles '00, August
3 1 , 2002. They live in Marietta,
Ga. • E l izabeth-Ashley Phil l ips
and Matthew James Severance,
April 5. They live in Westchester, N.Y. She is employed
by Eli Lilly and Company and
he is COO and executive vice
president of Lawance Hospital.
• BIRTHS : Jason and Kate
Cha m b less McMullan, a daughter, Lillian Ruth, December 1 2,
Johns Island, S.C. Kate is technical director for the College of
Charleston theatre department
and Jason is a fourth-year medical student. • Ryan and Heather
Barton '99 Thompson, a son,
Benjamin Barton Thompson,
October 1 4, Charleston, S.C.
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Sara Doggett is assistant choral
director at Northwestern High
School in Rock Hill, S.C., and

is attending Winthrop University
in pursuit of a master's degree
in choral conducting. • Jennifer
Doherty has moved from
London to Arlington, Va. , and
is working as an investment
funds officer with the Overseas
Private Investment Corporation.
• Brian G i l l lives in Lubbock,
Texas, and is an orthopaedic
surgery resident at Texas Tech
University. • Amy Gordon of
Louisville, Ky., is a forensic
scientist with the Kentucky State
Police Forensic Labs. • Tyler
M i l l iken lives on Hilton Head
Island, S.C., and is now working
at the International Junior Golf
Academy. • Matt Myers of
Charlotte, N.C., is employed
by Nextel Communications
and planned to start the Master
of Health Administration program at the University of North
Carolina-Charlotte this summer.
• After graduating from the
University of Virginia School
of Law, Stacey Rose planned
to begin working with the
Washington, D.C., law firm
of Ross, Dixon & Bell. •
MARRIAGES: Beth Batten
and Andy Crocker, August 24,
2002. They live in Seattle,
Wash., where Beth teaches math
and coaches softball and cheerleading at Seattle Christian
School and Andy is an aerospace
engineer at Andrews Space &
Technology. • Theodore James
Caste l l o Ill and Erin E l izabeth
McCasland '00, April 5. They
live in Atlanta. Erin teaches
third grade in the DeKalb
County Schools and T.J. is
manager of financial services
at Southeastern Data Corporation. • S a mantha E l l i ott and
Shawn Kerry, August 1 , 2002.
Samantha is a doctoral candidate
in microbiology and immunology at the University of North
Carolina and Shawn is an
assistant manager at Helzberg
Diamonds in Durham, N.C.
• Stephen Marsh and Rebecca
Renee Cuny, August 1 7, 2002.
He is a commercial loan underwriter in Chattanooga, Tenn.,
and she is a free-lance writer.
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Erin Carnahan has been promoted from project coordinator
to account executive at Capital
Strategies, a full service communications firm in Raleigh,
N.C. She also volunteers with
the Special Events Committee
for the Make a Wish Foundation
of Eastern North Carolina. •
M a rtha Davis, who has been
working with AmeriCorps, plans
to start graduate school this fall
at the University of North
Carolina. • Wayne Grantham
of Florence, S.C., is information
technology manager for All Star
Sports. • John Hackney works
as a branch support specialist at
Wachovia Securities, Inc., in
Charlotte, N.C., and is enrolled
in the Certified Financial
Planning Program at Queens
College. • Catherine lane is an
automotive planner with The
Newspaper Network in Atlanta.
• Jennifer Lichtenberg has
transferred to Augusta, Ga., with
S . Lichtenberg & Co., Inc., and
works as a product development
coordinator. • David McDowell
received his law degree from the
University of Memphis, Cecil
C. Humphreys School of Law,
in May. He received several
awards for academic excellence
and service, and was one of only
six students nationwide to
receive the Lexis Nexis Scholarship to attend the National
Conference of Law Reviews
in Seattle, Wash. He will begin
a judicial clerkship in the
Tennessee Court of Appeals
in September. • Debbie Regan,
associate director of Coalition
for Fair Lumber Imports in
Washington, D.C., is completing
her master 's degree at
Georgetown University. •
Graham Seagraves of Charlotte,
N.C., has become regional sales
director of OFI Institutional
Asset Management. OFI is the
institutional investment
management affiliate of
OppenheimerFunds, Inc.
• Ryan " B u b b a " S m ith was
named head basketball coach
at Hampden-Sydney College

in June. He had been an assistant
coach at the Virginia school.
• MARRIAGES: Curtis
Wi l l i a m Ca l l away and Kristina
Marie Brown, March 1 5 . He is
employed by Stanley Benefits
Services of Greensboro, N.C.

• Elizabeth Dodd and Andrew
Lazar, June 1 5 , 2002. They live
in Moore, S.C., and she teaches
in Spartanburg County Schools.
He is a trooper with the South
Carolina Highway Patrol. •
Amanda Jenne Tu rbev i l l e and
Eric Michael Taylor, March 8.
They live in West Columbia,
S.C., where Eric is employed by
Palmetto Propane Inc./Havird
Oil Company. He is also pursuing a degree in business. She
was set to graduate in May from
the University of South Carolina
School of Law. • David Walsh
and Tiffany Bordelon '0 1 , March
1 . They planned to move this
summer to Los Angeles, where
she will be acting professionally
and he will continue his communications career. • Deborah
Colvin Wells and Jay Thomas
Thompson ' 0 1 , May 3 1 . She
recently earned a law degree
from Wake Forest University.
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Stuart Connell of Dallas, Texas,
is a research assistant and technician at the University of TexasSouthwestern. • Mary Kristina
Groce of Winston-Salem, N.C.,
has received a Master of Arts
degree in psychology from Wake
Forest University.• M a rtin
Jaku bczak was activated from
reserve status and served with
the First Marine Division, Sixth
Engineers, during the war in
Iraq. He was scheduled to return
to the States by the end of the
summer. • M a ry larus is
a corporate finance assistant
with Stephens, Inc., in Atlanta.
• Sean N i ckerson has been
promoted to an account
executive position with ErwinPenland, Inc., an advertising and
marketing firm in Greenville.
He develops sponsorship
opportunities for the Verizon
Wireless account. • Drew
Parker has been named an

associate with Coldwell B anker
Commercial Caine in Greenville. He is also a candidate
for Certified Commercial
Investment member. • Sally
Payne is a systems support
analyst with Milliman USA
in Dallas, Texas. • Katherine
Presley is a graphic design
student at the Portfolio Center
in Atlanta. She is scheduled
to graduate in December. •
MARRIAGE: Chelsea Berry
and Erik I l iff '02, June 2002.
Chelsea is a civilian employee
in a U.S. Army Public Affairs
Office and is finishing her master 's degree in mass communications. Erik is in the Army
and currently completing his
Officer 's Basic Course at Fort
Sill, Okla.
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Pearce Tri p i itt Butcher of
Crofton, Md., is employed by
Landscape Designs, Inc., and
is taking horticulture classes
at George Washington University. • Alex Fernandez is
a medical interpreter at the
Center for Pediatric Medicine
in the Greenville Hospital
System. • Sterl ing Frierson
of Columbia, S.C., is an
educator and coach in Lexington
School District 1 . • Daniel H i l l
has become a staff accountant
in the Charlotte (N.C.) office of
Forensic Accountants and
Consultants. He was scheduled
to receive a master 's degree
in accountancy from the University of North CarolinaCharlotte in July. • lauren
K i l l ey has joined the ErwinPenland advertising and marketing firm in Greenville as a junior
account executive. She works
with the Verizon Wireless
account team to develop sales
flyers and newspaper advertisements for the North and Central
Texas region, the Houston Gulf
Coast Region and Florida.
MARRIAGE: linda-Marie
Ga rrett (M.A.) and William
Robert Hamill, March 7. They
live in DelRio, Texas, where
he is an instructor pilot with
the U.S. Air Force.

DEATHS
May Moore '24 (M.A. '47),
February 1 , Simpsonville, S.C.
She taught in the Greenville
County School System for 47
years.
Gertrude B u ist Robert '28,
March 1 3 , Phoenix, Ariz.
Madge Craig Funderburk Brown
' 3 1 , January 1 6 , Pageland, S.C.
She taught in the public schools
in the two Carolinas and served
for a time as a B aptist Asso
ciation home missionary.
Nelle Elizabeth Garrison McCain
'32, April 1 2 , Greenville. She
was a former elementary school
teacher in the Greenville County
School System.
Joseph Clarence King '33, April
14, White Rock, S.C. He was
a technical director for the Bayer
Company for more than 25 years
prior to his retirement in 1 978,
after which he taught in the
graduate program at Clemson
University and served as a con
sultant for Milliken, Cone Mills
and Calgon. He was a member
and past chair of the American
Association of Textile Chemists
and Colorists and the Southern
Textile Research Conference.
He was also a member of Chi
Beta Phi Scientific Fraternity
and the American Chemical
Society and a life member of
the New York and Chicago
Academies of Science.
lucille Cofer lord '33,
November 1 1 , Winston-Salem,
N.C. A former city champion
tennis player in Winston-Salem,
she was a member of the library
staff of Wake Forest University
for 21 years. She had also
worked as an office receptionist.
Ja mes Gaston H o u g h , Sr. '34,
February 3, Charlotte, N.C. He
was the retired vice president
of Pritchard Paint and Glass
Company.
Ta bitha Frances Skelton '36,
October 19, Westerville, Ohio.
She was a retired teacher/
librarian.

Don Garrison is a frrm believer in fate. How

Palmetto High School, a team that had

led him to Furman and ultimately to a 32-

five years, to the upper state championship

else could he describe the turn of events that

won just a handful of games the previous

year tenure as president of one of the largest

technical colleges in South Carolina?

game.
Garrison's move into higher education

(S.C.) High School in the early 1 950s,

Thomas Barton, an old friend and coaching

and saw sports as a ticket to improving his

of Greenville Tech, one of 1 3 technical

A baseball and football star at Liberty

came in 1 963 when he received a call from

Garrison grew up in a textile mill village

colleague. Barton was (and still is) president

Jot in life. During his senior year, the 6-2,

schools founded in the early 1 960s as part
of a statewide effort to train workers and

2 1 5-pound catcher was offered $3 ,000 to

join the Boston Braves. But Clemson

University came courting, and his mother
insisted that he take the scholarship.

The Tigers, however, were also recruit

attract industry. Barton wanted Garrison

Don Garrison's 32-year career as president
of Tri-County Tech ended July 31.

ing Billy Odell, a future major league pitcher

to direct the school's evening studies
program .

Not wanting to disappoint his friend,

Garrison reluctantly took the job but con

from Newberry High School. With the recruiting process winding

tinued to teach and coach during the day.

attend Clemson only if his friend and high school catcher could

of technical colleges, with their emphasis on job training and

down, Odell threw the Tigers a curve, announcing that he would

join him.

When Clemson decided to sign Odell's friend, a crushed Garrison

was left without a scholarship. Soon, though, the University of

Garrison soon came to understand and then embrace the role

economic growth. In 1 966, he joined Greenville Tech full time and

played a leading role in developing its health careers center. Two

years later he earned his doctorate from Duke, and in 1 97 1 he was

Georgia offered him a football scholarship, and he was preparing

named president of Tri-County Tech.

"needed to go to Furman, a good Baptist school."

fund-raising efforts soon helped bring Tri-County into the black.

to pack for Athens when his pastor, Mac Bryan, told him that he

Although Furman had not recruited Garrison, Bryan talked with

football coach Bill Young. Soon thereafter, Young offered Garrison
the opportunity to win a scholarship during preseason drills.

"I went to Furman on faith and a prayer," says Garrison, who

retired this summer after more than three decades as president of

Tri-County Technical College in Pendleton, S.C.

The hard-nosed, broad-shouldered fullback impressed Young,

but the coach could not fmd the scholarship money. After the second

week of practice, he called Garrison into his office.

"He told me that he wasn't able to find anyone to pay for the

scholarship. Then he told me to call my parents to come pick me
up," says Garrison, whose father was disabled and whose family

could not afford college tuition. "My heart was broken, and I started

The school was struggling when Garrison signed on, but his

Within a year, the school had developed a plan to bolster its

curriculum, add programs and facilities, and improve instruction.
With Garrison at the helm, Tri-County has grown from three

buildings covering 89,000 square feet to 1 4 buildings covering

389,828 square feet. Enrollment has jumped from 9 1 9 to more than
1 8 ,000 degree-seeking and continuing education students.

As Mendel Stewart, chair of the school 's governing board,

said when Garrison announced his decision to retire, "He has been
a dynamic leader whose profound impact on the college's direction
during these three-plus decades has resulted in financial stability,

outstanding facilities, enrollment growth and maximum community
service."

A recent editorial in the Anderson

Independent-Mail even called

crying on the phone with my mom. Well, Coach interrupted me

Garrison a "legend."

if he could come up with anything."

an asset, nor its current quality, in our tri-county area," said the

and told me to hang in there for one more week of practice to see
Young eventually found a donor to pay for Garrison's schooling.

Garrison went on to play baseball and football as a freshman and
sophomore, but two football injuries - a dislocated elbow and

"Without him, technical education in this state wouldn't be such

paper. "His coaching of the public and lawmakers to support Tri

County Tech (and his constant and fervent support of the technical

college system in South Carolina) both paid off, but not for the

bulging disk - prevented him from playing his last two years.

coach - for the team, the citizens of South Carolina."

University, admits that he was a below-average student at Furman.

County Tech, he and his wife, Carol, a retired teacher, look forward

Bonner gave him an ultimatum.

and on each other.

Garrison, who ultimately earned a doctorate from Duke

At one point he almost had to withdraw, and in 1 954 Dean Francis
"He told me that if I made one more ' D ' I would be gone,"

recalls Garrison, who heeded Bonner 's warning, hit the books and
graduated in 1 956 with a B .A. degree in education.

After Furman, Garrison wanted to become an airplane pilot.

But his football injuries conspired against him, and he failed the

physical.

With his career plans sidetracked, Garrison returned home and

did what felt natural: He began teaching and coaching football at
Pendleton High School. He later earned a master's in education

Although Garrison continues to do some work on behalf of Tri

to having more time to travel and dote on their grandchildren -

And there 's another to-do item on his less-cluttered day-timer:

find out who gave him that scholarship more than 50 years ago.

"Furman gave me such a great education, and I ' m so grateful

to the person that provided that scholarship," he says. "I never

found out who gave the money. I ' ve always wondered. I want to

fmd them and thank them. At the very least I can thank their family.
I hope I can find them."

- John Roberts

from Furman and became a local celebrity in 1 965 when he coached
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Myron Gordon Howle '37, July
14, Greenville. A World War II
veteran of the Army Medical
Corps, he made extensive con
tributions to the quality of health
care in Greenville and the
Southeast. A family practice
physician, he founded the widely
recognized Greenville Post
graduate Seminar, a continuing
education program for phy
sicians. He held leadership
positions in the Greenville
Hospital System, which estab
lished a lecture series and
academic chair in his honor,
and at St. Francis Hospital.
He served as president of the
county medical society and was
honored by the South Carolina
Medical Association for his
contributions to state programs.
He received South Carolina's
highest civilian award, the Order
of the Palmetto, as well as
Louisiana's highest award for
leadership and achievement in
medicine. A patron of the arts
and life member of the board
of the Greenville Chorale, he
established the Howle Music
Scholarship at Furman to honor
his parents. Furman presented
him its Distinguished Alumni
Award in 1 994.
Eleanor Jervey Fraser league
'37, March 27, Greenville. She
served as chair of the board of
directors of G.F. League Manu
facturing Company and was
active in a number of civic
organizations.
Richard Melvin Lynes '37, April
1 1 , Easley, S.C. He served with
the U.S. Army in Panama during
World War II and was for many
years owner and operator of
Friendly Loan Company.
June B l ackmon Mitche l l '37,
April 1 8 , Spartanburg, S.C. She
was active in church work and
civic organizations.
Amelia Gray Sellars ' 37,
September 3, 2002, Pauline, S.C.
She was retired from Spartan
burg County (S.C.) School
District 4, where she taught
for 36 years.
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John Shorten Oswa l d '38, May
1 7 , Allendale, S.C. He served
in the Home Guard and was
a retired farmer. He was on
the Allendale Town Council
for 36 years and served as
mayor pro tern.
Sara C h i l d ers Gaston ' 39,
March 28, Spartanburg, S.C.
Ruth Bree d i n Bone '40, March
1 5 , Orlando, Fla.
Howard E. Carraway '40, March
1 9, Bradenton, Fla. He served
in the U.S. Navy during World
War II and the Korean War.
After 37 years in the Navy, he
joined the Florida Telephone
Association, from which he
retired after 1 7 years. He was
a former governor of the Florida
Kiwanis Clubs and was the
former president of the Kiwanis
International Foundation.
Connie Alexander D a bney '40,
April 5, Augusta, Ga. He was
a B aptist minister at churches in
illinois, Georgia, South Carolina,
Tennessee and Colorado. He
also served as director of mis
sions and assistant executive
secretary of the Colorado Baptist
Convention.
H u g h Gerthon Morg a n '40,
March 20, Corsicana, Texas. He
was a professor emeritus of be
havioral science and directed the
Institute for Child Study at the
University of Maryland for 20
years. He served as a consultant
to public and private schools and
mental health facilities, includ
ing the Menninger Clinic in
Topeka, Kan., and was a consult
ant in the development of Head
Start and the PBS television
program "Footsteps." Author
of two books and a number of
magazine articles, he was sent
to Germany by the U.S. State
Department to help develop
methods for democratizing the
schools and public institutions.
He also studied and reported on
the learning process in Uruguay
for the National Institutes of
Health.

From a reader
I read with great i nterest the

{

I was able to
make it through four
years at Furman without
knowing of Dr. Gezork.
I suppose that is not too
unusual. What I do find
unusual, however, is
that I have spent 20
years on the ministerial
staff of Clarksburg Baptist Church without knowing of "The
Gezork I ncident." I only knew, based on a brief reference in
our church history, that Dr. Gezork had taught at Furman.
Dr. Gezork was a beloved interim pastor at Clarksburg
Baptist Church . Many of our older members, most of whom
are no longer with us, have told me such wonderful things
about Dr. Gezork's ministry. Although his [German] accent
made him difficult to u nderstand at times, the congregation
would hang on every word as he preached. The church is
still most proud that "one of their own" was elected president
of Andover Newton .
There are stories o f the presence o f government agents
in our worship services on a regular basis. One thing, however,
I have never heard questioned is Dr. Gezork's theology. Many
of the people who knew him best are people I would consider
fairly conservative in their theology. With all the Furman
controversy so fresh when he came to Clarksburg Baptist
Church, I find it odd it was never mentioned in conversations
about him.
Thank you for your informative article. A copy of the
Furman magazine will be placed in our church's historical
collection.
- David L. Hulme '80

Clarksburg, W. Va.
Letters are published when space permits and are subject to
editing for length or clarity Write the editor c/o Marketing and
Public Relations, Furman University, Greenville, S.C. 296 13,
or fax to (864) 294-3023. E-mail: jim.stewart@furman.edu.

Sara Frances Posey '40, March
22, Aiken, S.C. Over a period
of 38 years, she served as minister of education at churches in
the two Carolinas and in Maryland. She retired in 1 980 from
First Baptist Church in Aiken.

Theodore A. Honour '42, March
28, Johnson City, Tenn. He
served in the U.S. Army Infantry
Medical Corps during World
War II. He was a retired social
worker, having worked at the
Veterans Affairs Medical Center.

Heyward Wilson Sauls '40, May
1 1 , Poquoson, Va. He was an
Army veteran of World War II
and the Korean Conflict and was
a member of Sons of Confederates and Sons of the American
Revolution. He retired as a
professor emeritus from EmbryRiddle Aeronautical University
after 24 years.

Larkin Strickl a n d Bruce '43
(M.A. '57), March 26, Greenville. He served in the U.S. Air
Force during World War II and
was a retired school administrator with the Greenville County
School System.

Ralph L. West '40, September
3, 2002, Atlanta.
Elsie Joye Hester Brown ' 4 1 ,
November 29, Wagener, S.C.
She was an executive secretary
at the Celanese Corporation for
more than 29 years. She also
helped her husband establish
BC&H Inc., a successfu l business in Matthews, N.C. She
served as national president of
American Business Women,
a sorority for professional
women, and hosted the national
convention of ABW. She was
a piano teacher, directed church
choirs in Charlotte, N.C., and
was honored as one of the "Top
10 Most Outstanding Business
Women in Charlotte." She was
named a "Knight o f Charlotte"
and a "Kentucky Colonel."
DeWitt S. Cheney ' 4 1 , December 1 9, Placentia, Calif. He was
a retired plastics sales manager.
Walter Raleigh Mclawhorn, Jr.
' 4 1 , April 1 , Greenville. He
served in the U.S. Army Medical
Corps and had a medical practice
in Fountain Inn, S.C., for almost
60 years.
William F. Ceccotti '42, October
27, Oradell, N.J. An Army
veteran of World War II, he
had been a teacher for the
Haworth School System and
was the former executive
director of the Bergen County
(N.J.) Education Association.

Ruth Caldwell Lewis '43, March
3, San Antonio, Texas. She
taught in the public schools
in Texas for 25 years.
Kathleen Mode McMillan '43,
January 2 1 , Albany, Ga. She
retired in 1 985, having taught at
Albany High School and Albany
Technical College.
Ha rriett Va ughan Meyers '44,
August 1 0, 2002, Jacksonville,
Fla.
Dorothy E l izabeth O ' D e l l '44,
March 1 3 , Greenville. Before
her retirement, she taught first
and second grades in Pickens
County (S.C.) schools for more
than 30 years.
Jean Griffin Scholz '44, January
25, West Hartford, Conn. She
had been an elementary school
teacher.
Ca lvin Jack Guthrie, Jr. '45,
March 1 1 , Gaffney, S.C. He was
a U.S. Navy veteran of World
War II and was retired from the
South Carolina Employment
Security Commission.
J . B . Howe l l '45, March 25,
Clinton, Miss. He retired as
director of Leland Speed Library
at Mississippi College in 1 99 1 .
He was a past president of both
the Mississippi Library Association and the Southeastern
Library Association.
Guy E. Johnson '46, January 1 4,
Spindale, N.C.
Foster Farley '47, May 1 7,
Newberry, S.C. He retired from
Newberry College after 34 years
as a history professor at the

school. He authored or coauthored three books and wrote
nearly 90 articles for various
historical publications. He
served in the U.S. Army Air
Corps during World War II.

Mary Olga Watson Hamrick '47,
July 8, 2002, Forest City, N.C.
After teaching for 44 years in
the Rutherford County (N.C.)
School System, she retired and
spent 10 years as a volunteer
with The McNair Foundation.
Margaret H a l l Hunt '47, July 2,
2002, Charlotte, N.C.
Charles Oecester Boone '48,
March 25, Pawleys Island, S.C.
He served in the U.S. Coast
Guard during World War II and
was retired from Duke Power
Company as a supervisor.
G loria Wilson Westmoreland
'48, March 7.
Walter Louis Williams '48, July
9, Greenville. He was a dedicated Furman supporter who
was well known for his witty,
entertaining turns as master
of ceremonies at local events.
He was an Army veteran of
World War II and went on
to serve as vice president of
marketing at Southern B ank
and Trust and later as president
of Rawlings Oil Co. The first
chair of the board at Greenville
Technical College, a position he
held for more than 1 5 years,
he was a leader in establishing
the technical educational system
in South Carolina. He was
also active with the Greenville
Chamber of Commerce,
Goodwill Industries and other
community organizations. He
is credited with founding the
Poinsettia Classic basketball
tournament, hosted by Furman
for many years. He was instrumental in the decision to build
Paladin Stadium and was a past
president of the South Carolina
Athletic Hall of Fame.
Bobby Lee Jones '49, December
1 0, Shelby, N.C. He served in
the military aboard the USS
Valley Forge. He owned Jones
Barber Shop and Three Bells

Beauty Salon in Rock Hill, S.C.
He also worked for Jackson
Beauty Supply Company and
retired from CBS Beauty Supply
Company in 1 997.

Rachel Ha mrick Summey '49,
April 30, Dallas, N.C. She was
a former assistant extension
agent for Gaston County, N.C.,
and had also been a Scout leader
and a kindergarten teacher.
Lee C. Foreman '50, January 5,
LaRue, Ohio. He was retired
from Nationwide Insurance
Company after 40 years of
service. He held various sales
positions with the company,
working in South Carolina,
Virginia, New York and Ohio,
and attained his chartered life
underwriter designation. He was
a U.S. Army veteran of World
War II.
J u ne G a l p h i n Machen '50,
March 30, Sharpsburg, Ga.
She worked as an accountant
and had been active with
Gideons International since
1 98 1 .
George Bowen '5 1 , April 1 0,
Charleston, S.C. He retired from
sales after 40 years with
Greenwood Packing, then
worked part time with Acosta
Sales.
Lucille Bolt Davenport '5 1 ,
May 23, Gainesville, Ga. She
was a teacher for 30 years and
retired from the Gainesville City
School System.
H . Shelden Ti mmerman ' 5 1 ,
April 3, Sumter, S.C. He taught
piano, directed high school
choruses and served as minister
of music at Sumter First Baptist
Church. He served as a nationwide adjudicator of piano student auditions for the National
Guild of Piano Teachers for
more than 20 years and conducted piano teacher workshops
in several states. He was active
in the music and fine arts communities in Sumter and was
accompanist and vocal coach for
the Second Mill Singers. He
was a U.S. Army veteran of the
Korean War.
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A new season: Pro-Am sh ifts to September
Atter 21 years as a rite of spring at Furman,
the university's annual Pro-Am golf
tournament has a new date this year.
The event will take place
Saturday, September 20, at the
Furman Golf Course prior to the
Furman-Richmond footbal l
game that evening.
Founded in 1 982 by Betsy
King '77 and Beth Daniel '78,
both members of the Ladies
Professional Golf Association
Hall of Fame, the Pro-Am has
grown from an original field of 68 - 1 7
pros and 5 1 amateurs - to a yearly
contingent of 32 pros and 1 28 amateurs.

Douglas P. Blackwell '52, March
1 1 , Lexington, S.C. He was
a decorated veteran of World
War II, was a minister and
businessman, and was a former
four-term trustee of The Baptist
Courier. He served pastorates
in North and South Carolina
before becoming director of
missions for the Lexington
Association. He was director
of public relations and program
services for the General Board
of the South Carolina B aptist
Convention as well as executive
vice president of Southern
Mutual Church Insurance Co.
until his retirement in 1 985.
Robert Edward Ayers '54,
April 8, Rock Hill, S.C. He
was retired from York County
Department of Social Services
as director of child protective
services and was a former pastor
of churches in the two Carolinas
and Virginia. He was a U.S.
Navy veteran of World War II.
Roscoe Thelton Boyd '54,
August 24, 2002, Conway, S.C.
He was a U.S. Navy veteran
of the Korean Conflict. He
was a farmer and was employed
by the Production Credit
Association.

It has raised more than $1.7 million to
support the men's and women's golf
scholarship endowment fund.
The move to the fall,
prompted i n part by changes
in the LPGA tournament
schedule, also signals a new
direction for the Pro-Am, which
will share proceeds with the
Cancer Society of Greenville
County.
For information on this
year's Pro-Am, contact
Sue Carnes in the Paladin Club office at
(864) 294-3565, or by e-mail, sue.carnes@
furman.edu.

Michael Brandy '54, April 5,
2002, Cincinnati, Ohio. He was
associated with Brandicorp,
a Cincinnati development firm.

Charles Andrew Park '55, March
1 7, Greenwood, S.C. He was
retired from Lander University
as a professor of business.

W i l l i a m McCol l i ster Bridges
'54, February 23, Anderson, S.C.
He started his career as a church
minister of music before joining
the staff of Anderson College
in 1 964, where he directed the
Anderson College Choir and
taught voice and music appreci
ation. He was instrumental in
organizing the Anderson College
Ensemble (gospel choir), orga
nized a hand-bell choir and
directed short operas and other
musical productions. He also
organized short courses for part
time ministers of music. In the
Anderson area, he directed
music in a number of churches.

Alexa n d e r C. Ashbaugh '56,
April 9, Lula, Ga. He was
a longtime teacher in Georgia
schools.

Charles H. Ross '54, January
1 5 , Cartersville, Ga.
Thomas Jefferson Eskew, Jr.
'55, March 25, State College,
Pa. He retired in 2001 after 46
years as an electronics engineer,
most recently with Spectrumedix
Corp.

George W. landrum '56, March
4, Charlotte, N.C. Following
his service in the U.S. Air Force
as a control tower operator, he
was a manufacturers representa
tive until his retirement.
Jack Stephen S m ith, Sr. '56,
April 23, Greer, S.C. He retired
from Collins & Aikman Corp.
as corporate safety director after
40 years of service. He was
a past president of the Greer
Lions Club.
Sarah Atha Hudson Tu rner '56,
May 13, Spartanburg, S.C. She
taught private piano lessons and
worked in B aptist churches in
South Carolina and Georgia.
Pleasant Terry Roper, Sr. '58,
March 29, Matthews, N.C. He
was retired from Presbyterian
Orthopedic Hospital of
Charlotte, N.C.

Henry Ta rrant '59, April 29,
Greenville. He was a U.S.
Marine Corps veteran of the
Korean War and was a former
employee of Kemet Corp.,
where he worked for 25 years.
Richard Edward Ne lson '65,
April 4, Greenville. A U.S. Air
Force veteran, he was self
employed.
Donna Broxson Watts '67,
May 24, Greenville.
Frances Parris Altman, M.A.
'68, February 20, 2002, Spartan
burg, S.C. She had retired as
a principal in Spartanburg
School District 3 after 30 years
of service.
Earl Daniel McCutcheon, M.A.
'69, October 2 1 , Spartanburg,
S.C.
laurence Dreher Chapman,
M.A. '73, April 3, Spartanburg,
S.C. He was a U.S. Army
veteran of World War II and the
Korean Conflict and was retired
from the Army Reserves. He
worked with the South Carolina
Employment Commission for
several years and then taught in
Spartanburg School District 7.
He was a Scoutmaster for more
than 3 1 years, was a member of
the Spartanburg County Educa
tion Association and was a life
member of the National Edu
cation Association and the South
Carolina Education Association.
Among his other honors were
the George Washington Teachers
Medal from the Freedoms Foun
dation at Valley Forge and the
Service to Boyhood Award from
the Key Club of Spartanburg
High School.
Dorcas Rebecca McKnight
Cha p m a n '76, October 25,
Columbia, S.C. She had
been associated with the
South Carolina Department
of Health and Human Services.
Ronald David Jackson ' 8 1 ,
April 3 , Macon, Ga.

Global outreach

Bohuny helps NBA 's international players adjust to new surroundings

By the time 7-5 Yao Ming of China arrived i n the United

she worked on the Goodwill Games, and then it was
States last summer to pursue a career in the National
on to TNT Sports for a few more years. Bohuny joined
Basketball Association, he was already well acquainted
the NBA in 1 990 as manager of international events.
with Kim Bohuny.
"My job was to help run a few world events, establish
That's because Bohuny, a 1 984 Furman graduate,
relationships with other leagues around the world, and
serves as the N BA's vice president for international
deal with the 1 3 or 1 4 international players who were
basketball operations, and part of her job is to make
in the league at that time," she says. "The league was
sure that international players who come into the league
just beginning to go global."
are prepared to handle the social and cultural challenges
And the more global the N BA became, the more
they are likely to face.
responsibility Bohuny was given. She became director
of player and basketball development in 1 996 and was
This is no small task, considering that approximately
20 percent of the players in the
named vice president in 2000.
NBA hail from outside the U nited
During her time in the N BA,
States. Bohuny expects another
she has traveled to more
1 5 or 1 6 foreign players to join
than 60 countries and tried to
the league for the 2003-04
communicate in many more
season , which means her job
languages than she knows
to speak.
is only going to become more
important.
"I studied Russian but speak
"My work with the players
it very poorly," she says. "For
tunately, English is the language
begins after they are drafted," she
says. "I get together with the
of basketball, and I can work with
players and their families and help
translators if need be."
coordinate every facet of their
There is no question that
careers. We want to help make
international players have made
that transitional period as smooth
and will continue to make a huge
impact in the NBA. In addition
as possible."
to 2001 -02 Rookie of the Year
But working with international
Pau Gasol of Spain, NBA rosters
players is only part of Bohuny's
include 2003 All-Stars Ming, Dirk
duties with the NBA. She also
Nowitzki (Germany), Zydrunas
manages the league's relationship
llgauskas (Lithuania), Steve Nash
with the global basketball com
(Canada) and Peja Stojakovic
munity, which includes FIBA, the
(Serbia and Montenegro). Ming,
governi ng body for international
Kim Bohuny with Hedo Turkoglu, the first
of course, was the No. 1 pick of
basketball , and USA Basketball,
Turkish-born player in NBA history.
the Houston Rockets in last year's
the organization responsible for
fielding the men's and women's national teams that
draft and has already become a marketing phenomenon
participate in the Olympics and World Championships.
in America.
When Bohuny graduated from Furman nearly 20
"My first encounter with Yao was to oversee
a workout with him in Chicago, where the league wanted
years ago, she never imagined that she would play such
to showcase his skills," Bohuny says. "He is a fantastic
an integral role in the international basketball community.
person. It's just amazing how he responded to the
But she isn't all that surprised that she has had a career
in sports.
pressures of his first year i n the league, both on and
off the court."
She came to Furman from Franklin Lakes, N.J.,
and majored in health and exercise science with an
So the next time you see an international player
making his mark in the NBA and he appears to be right
emphasis in sports management. She was a member
at home in his new surroundings, you'll know that
of the Lady Paladin golf team but never did get to travel
Bohuny has done her part to pave the way for his
with a squad that included All-America Dottie Pepper.
success.
"My whole life, it seemed like I was either watching
or playing sports, so it seemed natural that I should do
"I feel very blessed to be able to come in every
something related to sports after college," says Bohuny.
day and do something I love," she says. "I guess you
Following graduation, she had a six-month internship
can't ask for more than that."
at CNN Sports in Atlanta. She then went to TBS, where
- Vince Moore
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The Last Word

•

Treasuli
I remember Furman . . . .

Its stately buildings nestled among

shade trees, dotting the rolling swales at

the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains.
I remember driving through her

wrought-iron gates, my first glimpse of

the soaring fountains and the tree-lined

mall. I was 1 8, thrilled but scared, hungry

to learn but ignorant of study habit.
It was 1 968.

I remember my dorm room. I ' d never

lived in anything so small. And I remember

a lifelong learner.

I remember the fun. Ice skating on

frozen fountains. Walking around the lake
with a pretty girl. Bonfires and buffoonery
with the S igma Alpha Epsilon fraternity.

Food fights and dances.

I remember the seriousness. The

Vietnam War, the Kent State massacre,

Billy Graham in chapel, choosing a major

my freshman roommate, Demetrius Poniate

and a vocation, breaking up with someone

Jimmy Paris," he said with a smile when

best for me in a spouse.

Parisis, a Greek. "But you can call me
we met.

Coming from a small hamlet in central

North Carolina, I ' d never met a Greek.

Or, for that matter, a Jew, or someone from
Hawaii or Vermont or Australia.

At Furman, I met them all - and more.

The author lives in Burlington, N.C.,

still to theatre, ballet, books, ideas, music

and relationships. Furman made me

A true liberal arts college, Furman built

and is director of the Carolina Study
Center, an outreach program for

a community from all 50 states and from

college students. See the Web site
at www. carolinastudycenter.com.

people foreign to me, ate with them in the

many nations of the world. I roomed with

dining commons, debated them in class,

went with them to chapel, and even dated

good, and later someone better, to find the
Today, as a Presbyterian minister who

spends much of his time on college cam
puses, I ' ve seen most of the universities

in the East. Their loveliness excites -

Dartmouth, Middlebury, William & Mary,
Washington and Lee, Virginia, Duke, Wake
Forest, North Carolina.

But Furman is the loveliest of all ! Her

lake and swans, her Bell Tower and people,

her fountains and library . . . they are all
etched into my very being.

- Stephen M. Crotts '72

some of them who were girl s !

I remember the autumn foliage. The

oranges, reds and yellows often stopped

me in my tracks as I hastened to class. I

remember thick frosts, my breath steaming
in the sunshine as I shuffled through leaves

up to my ankles.

In class I learned of poets, playwrights

and wars. I thrilled at geology, Spanish

and philosophy. Music wowed me, while
math bewildered.

In the school 's small classes I could

not hide. Professors knew my name. Their
bow ties and tweed, their brilliance and

their firm insistence that I read and think

so stretched me that I ' ve never shrunk back

to my original proportions. I am addicted
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